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Editorial... 


In a recent edition of the Saturday 
Evening Post there was an article on 
the P.G.E. railway. This, of course, 
isn't necessarily earth shattering -- 
the same magazine featured the P.G.E. 
several years ago -- but the article's 
theme is significant. The first article 
appeared in the Post because the 
P.G.E. at the time was quaint, a reg- 
ular Toonerville Trolley with a hap- 
hazard collection of coaches, tracks 
that resembled a roller coaster, anda 
schedule that permitted passengers to 
do a little hunting on the journey. 

The latest article made the Post -- 
and getting anything in the Postisa 
feat since it receives some 100,000 
contributions a year -- because the 
editors felt that this Canadian railway 
had in the past few years changed 
sufficiently to again be of interest to 
their 25,000,000 readers. These same 
changes have gone largely unnoticed 
by most B. C. residents, especially 
those on the lower mainland who have 
been soused tolaughing at theP.G.E. 
that they would feel guilty at giving it 
a word of praise. 

The line is now the most modern on 
the continent, boasting such things as 
complete dieselization, an ultra 
modern micro-wave communication 
network, new rolling stock, and the 
excellent self propelled passenger 
cars. On top of this the northern and 
southern extensions changed it from a 
line without beginning and end to a 
railway with a purpose. 

These changes weren't made without 
opposition, without those predictors of 
doom who declared that lavishing so 
much money on the line would destroy 
the very foundations of the Province. 
On top of this there were those West 
Vancouver residents who rose to the 
pinnacle of selfishness and did 
everything possible to stop the line 
from using its own property. Tried to 
stop it simply because they had 
squatted on the right of way and felt 
entitled to stay there. 

But the P.G.E. did not break the 
Province, in fact B. C. was never more 
prosperous. And in the next decade 
who can say what the P.G.E.'s in- 
fluence will be on northern develop- 
ment. Certainly it willnot languish at 
Fort St. John as it languished at 
Quesnel. Prime Minister Diefenbaker, 
Premier Bennett, and the Governor of 
Alaska are all advocating northern de- 
velopment. It is certain that a rail 
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link will be built to the north and the to help develop the north. 


P.G.E. will be a vital link in this In acafe in Quesnel recently a Var 
railway. Many people realize this and couver resident was quite 

have confidence in the line's future. that there were paved roads tl 
Proof of this was the recent P.G.E. Interior. Why, he asked, m 
bond issue. The original objective of handful of people in the Interior ha‘ 
$10,000,000 was oversubscribed by pavement when the money could better 
more than three hundred per cent. be spent in Vancouver. He forgot, 

A high proportion of lower mainland course, that if it were not r ti 
residents are quite content to bask in handful of people in the Interior, 
their mild climate, enjoying all the farmers, loggers, miners, and others, 
benefits that modern day has to bestow, there would be no Vancouver, The only 
while speaking nobly of the ‘treasures resource Vancouver has are the 
of the north'. For most of them, talk lands of the Fraser Delta, and these 
is all they wish to do. They do not are rapidly being covered by hou 
themselves wish to make any sacrifices Minn de tines td itae<e! 
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Editor: 

In your last issue you had Terrace 
380 miles east of Prince George and 
then on another page you had Vander- 
hoof 66 miles east. This is not in the 
nature of a complaint but having been 
a reader of the Digest for 16 years I 
would like to see the old traditions 
carried on, especially the compass 


Readers ae 


points. Both of the above places are 
west of Prince George. 


S.B. Brooke, 
Kamloops,, B.C. 


Editor: 
Our advertisement in the last issue 
looked very good except for one 380 


mile mistake. We are west of Prince 
George, not east. Thought I would let 
you know before the next issue. 


Ray Skoglund, Manager, 
Lakelse Hot Springs, 
Terrace, B.C. 


+# You and many others of our readers 
pointed out our goof. See "Backstage 
at the Digest" for further comments. 


Editor: 
On Douglas Day, November 19th, the 
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... TALL STORY — TALL LUCKY! 


largest selling beer in the entire west 
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v-190 


This advertisement is not published or displayed by the Liquor Control Board or by the Government of British Columbia. 
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The fully modern kitchen in one of 
the poolside motel units at Lakelse 
Hot Springs which in this issue we 
have returned to the correct geo- 
graphical location. 


Kiwanis Club of Vancouver stageda 
Barkerville luncheon at Hotel Vancou- 
ver. It was the regular luncheon 
meeting of the Club and was attended 
by some two hundred members. A 
special programme was put on by the 
Committee for the Restoration of Bar- 
kerville unde: the Chairmanship of 
Warren W. Martin and W.Fred Evans, 
Vice-Chairman. 

We had Mr. Chester Lyons of the 
Parks Branchofthe Provincial Govern- 
ment as guest speaker. He told the 
Club about the work and plans of the 
Parks Branch for the Barkerville area, 
and how the Kiwanis Clubwas assisting 
the Governmentin this important work. 

As a feature of the luncheon, the 
Committee had four of the Club mem- 
bers sit at the head table in the costume 
and make-up of well-known characters 
of Barkerville in the Gold Rush Days. 
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The Kiwanis Club of Vancouver has 
club to actively partake 


in the Barkerville 


the distinction of being the first service 


restoration. The above photo 


shows the members in costume at their recent Barkerville luncheon. 


Judge Begbie was ably portrayed by 
Rod MacRae, Billy Barker by Bob 
Middleton, "Cariboo" Cameron by 
Gordie Cameron and the barber Moses 
by Charlie Young. 


W.Fred Evans, 
Hotel Devonshire, 
Vancouver, B.C. 


Editor: 

On behalf of Mr. Hamilton I wish to 
thank you for the very attractive layout 
of the article on Canadian Eskimo Art. 


D.J. Thiessen, 
Executive Assistant, 


Minister of Northern Affairs 
Ottawa, Ont. 


Editor: 

Regarding the enquiry about steam- 
boat navigation on the Athabasca river 
in the February issue: the steamers in 
the early days did not go from Athabasca 
Landing to Fort McMurray. There is 
the Grand Rapids where the river is 
divided into two channels with white 
water on both sides. The island has, 
or had, a little wooden rail railway 
using manpower. Nearly all the freight 
downstream from Athabasca Landing 
was transported in the scows built 
there. These were unloaded at the 
upper end of the island and run through 
empty by experienced men. The scows, 
except those needed to bring the furs 
backin the fall, were used for building 
material down river to Aklavik. 
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"YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME” 


FINE FOOD AND REFRESHMENTS 
SERVED IN CONGENIAL SURROUNDINGS 


Ample Parking Facilities For Out-OF-Town Guests 


@ SINGLE ROOMS from $6.50 
@ DOUBLE ROOMS from $9.50 


Downtown Conveniences at Home Town Prices 


W. Fred Evans, Managing Director 
Telephone: MUtual 1-5481 
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RENDELL TRACTOR & 
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Vernon, British Columbia 


Yours To Build... Yours To Enjoy 


You can play an important role in the development of British Columbia. 
The requirements are simple ... and doubly rewarding . .. by buying 


B.C. Products whenever possible, you can help create more jobs . . . make 


B.C. bigger and better. Top-quality B.C. Products will give you value and 


satisfaction for your money. 


| MADE IN B.C. 


BUILD A BETTER BRITISH COLUMBIA ... BUY B.C. PRODUCTS 


DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT, 
TRADE, AND COMMERCE 


T. L. Sturgess Parliament Buildings, Hon. R. W. Bonner Q. C. 
Deputy Minister Victoria, B. C. Minister 
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Bark Beetles 


IN FORESTS OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 


Our Forest Industry Requires 
Increased Promoting 


Some of you -- particularly British 
Columbians -- may well have heard 
me say previously that I am convinced 
the test of a resources's value is its 
contribution, in real, tangible benefit, 
to mankind. The test is the resource's 
place in man's struggle to improve 
what is commonly called "his lot" -- 
his standard of living, his social en- 
vironment. The 118,000,000 acres of 
commercial forest in British Columbia, 


April 1960 


by 


HONORABLE RAY WILLISTON 
MINISTER OF LANDS AND FORESTS 


which accounts directly for 40 cents 
of every dollar earned within the 
Province and directly employs over 
70,000 persons, is our most important 
resource. 

The forests' prime and most realistic 
social values lie in the fact that they 
can be cropped on a perpetual-yield 
basis and that they can be sold in 
various forms in the market places of 
the world. And it must be remembered 


that the sale of forest products is ab- 
solutely essential to the economic 
health of this Province and of its 
citizens collectively and as individ- 
uals. 

Yet, the forests have other important 
economic uses which must not be 
overlooked. All outdoor recreation 
within the bounds of continental British 
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The ice highway. It is a completely normal road 
until spring, then all sorts of queer things happen. 


Southbank, with the ferry wharf in the foreground 
and the ice road starting at the right of the wharf. 


SPACE TRAVEL ON FRANCOIS LAKE 


When Space Travel requires its first 
pilot and passengers, recruits might 
well come from the Francois Lake area 
of North-Central British Columbia. 

For years, these people have been 
piloting themselves across a two-mile 
stretch of thin ice as part of their 
winter road connection with the out- 
side. Many winters such as 1959, 
this ice has been little more than a 
figment of the travellers own imagin- 
ation, barely thick enough to hold up 
a rabbit, and qualifying in many dubious 
respects as Outer Space. 

During the nine months of open 
water, a free government ferry trans- 
ports some 25,000 vehicles and 40,000 
passengers annually. But during the 
three months of freeze-up, crossings 
are a private affair. So private, in 
fact, that even the Insurance companies 
wash their hands of it. 

Rocket type crossings are favoured 
by many ice travellers who feel that 
high speed places the least strain on 
any given area. Many who leave the 
village of Southbank are firm believers 
in this theory before they reach the 
north shore, It is difficult to be other- 
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by 
IDA MACKIE 


The lake in summer. Francois is one of B.C.’s 
biggest lakes, covering 91 square miles. 


Although man has now reached the point of putting objects on the moon and shooting 


rockets around the sun, it was only 40 years ago that the first planes appeared in 
the skies of northern B.C. and the Yukon. Here is the story of the 
’ ; - 
VIG Win 
Vi | { { | 
| L l 


by 
FRANK H. ELLIS 


When the Alaska highway was con- 
structed during World War II, the air 
route to Alaska was also then estab- 
lished, to be designated the Northwest 
Staging Route. The two tremendous 
undertakings of road and airfields cost 
roughly $200,000,000 to complete, and 
it is refreshing to look back and 
realize that the air route north actually 
hadits true beginning with the accom- 
plishment of the First Alaska Air 
Expedition in 1920. 

The first knowledge that Yukoners 
had that the flight project was under 
consideration, was with the arrival at 
Whitehorse of Capt. H. T. Douglas 
of the U.S. Army Air Service, and 
Capt. H. A. Le Royer of the Canadian 
Air Force. The officers went north in 
early summer of 1920 to size up suit- 
able landing areas, and one of the 
first they selected was a 1,650 by 375 
foot level strip on the outskirts of 
Whitehorse. As these preliminaries 
went forward, plans for the expedition 


The pioneer aircraft lined up at Edmonton just before their take-off onthe 
first attempt to fly across central B.C. and the Yukon to Alaska. 


The men who accomplished the epic flight to Alaska in 1920. Left to right: neared completion at Washington, 
Captain St. Clair Streett, lst Lieut. C.C. Nutt, 2nd Lieuts. E. H. Nelson and D. C. 

C. H. Crumrine, Ist Lieut. R. C. Kirkpatrick, Sgts. E. Henrigues and J. The group selected for the ordeal, 
Long, and Master Electrician J. E. English. for that was what it turned out to be, 


were Capt. St. Clair Streett, in com- 
mand; lst Lieuts. R. C. Kirkpatrick and 
C.C. Nutt; 2nd Lieuts. C. H. Crumrine 
and E. H. Nelson; Sgts. E. Henriques 
and J. Long, and Master Electrician 
Jie ee eengliishe 


Four, two seater, 400 h.p. de Havill- 
and airplanes were selected for the 
flight and well they proved their ability 
to take the rough usage they en- 
countered. 

The flight began at Mitchell Field, 
Long Island, on July 15, 1920, and 
until they returned the men waged 
an almost continual battle with the 
elements and unforseen difficulties. 
Weather slowed the airmen down after 
leaving New York, and it was July 25, 
before they crossed the International 
Border at Portal, to continue their 
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Unknown Cow Country 


British Columbia’s cattle barons run thousands of steers on spreads that rival the 


biggest ranches of Texas and Argentina. 


Yet their 100-year-old industry is scarcely known outside B.C. 


by EARLE BEATTIE 


[Jews enough B.C.'s cattle ranching 
industry, amajorone, is little known 
outside the province. Yet here are 
some of the world's largest ranches, 
rivalling the huge spreads of Texas and 
the Argentine. Those in the Cariboo 
plateau of B.C.'s central interior and 
the adjoining Chilcotin run a total of 
60,000 head; the Nicola Valley, centred 
at Merritt, around 30,000 and the Peace 
River district 15,000. The remainder 
are found in the Kamloops and Ashcroft 
areas on the South Thompson, in the 
fruit-growing Okanagan Valley, in the 
Kootenays and on the lowerFraser from 
Hope to Vancouver. 

With miles of wild grasses, river 
benchlands, alfalfa and timothy fields, 
mountain parklands, irigationsystems, 
corrals, fine horses, and hard-riding 
cowboys, ranching is a colorful facet 
of life in British Columbia, The men 
and women who live on the ranches, 
from rugged cowhands to English aris- 
tocrats, are as legendary as the land 
itself with rich personal histories and 
folklore of great exploits from the 
past. 

They're engaged inanindustry that's 
as old as B.C. It is just over 100 
years ago that General Joel Palmer 
carried out the province's first cattle 
drive. He drove some longhorns over 
the border from the State of Washington 
up through the Okanagan to Fort Kam- 
loops. B.C.'s first cattle barons were 
Jerome and Thaddéus Harper from West 
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Virginia, who drove stock 400 miles to 
supply the mining town of Barkerville 
in the heydays of the '60s and '70s and 
took up vast tracts of land forranching . 

Many of the pioneer ranchers were 
goldrush miners who put aside their 
placer pans to look for wealth in the 
grasslands. Generations have suc- 
ceeded them. The Guichon family in 
the Nicola Valley is a good ex- 
ample. Joseph Guichon came _ to 
America from France, arrived with the 
miners in the '60s and drove pack 
trains of horses and mules. Wintering 
his stock in the Kamloops area, he 
gradually turned to.the raising of horses 
and cattle, acquiring land inthe Nicola 
area in the '70s and increasing his 
holdings down the years. 

He was in the posse that ran down 
the notorious Maclean brothers, horse 
thieves and murderers, who started a 
reign of terror in 1879, tried to ignite 
an Indian rebellion and ended up on 
the gallows. And he survived the 
terrible winter of 1886-87 that wiped 
out most of B. C.'s cattle. 


Joseph had three sons and four 
daughters who took control of the big 
ranch in 1918. Until last year its 
operations were headed by one of the 
sons, Dr. Lawrence Guichon, recipient 
of an honorary doctorate from the 
University of British Columbia three 
years ago for his contribution to 
ranching. Today the ranch is split 
into two, one owned by Dr. Guichon's 
son Gerard whoruns a thousand cattle 
and an equal number of sheep on his 
land, and the Lazy U ranch run by Guy 
Rose, a nephew, with 2,400 head. 

The Nicola Valley is B. C.'s most 
modern ranching area and its machin- 
ery has lightened the burden for this 


younger generation compared with 
Grandfather Guichon's days. At his 
Beaver ranch, which sits picturesquely 
between mountain ridges at the north 
end of Nicola Lake, Gerard Guichon 
has five tractors, three automatic hay 
balers and anarray of other equipment. 
Last summer seven men used this 
equipment to put up 1,500 tons of hay, 
an operation that once required 30 
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Courtesy 
Imperial Oil Review 


Rimrock Ranch, a famous spread near 
Vanderhoof owned until very recently 
by cowboy author Rich Hobson. 

Rich has written two very 

successful books about 

his cowboy days and 

has another ready 

for publication. 

Harrington photo 


Home ranch of the Douglas 
Lake cattle company near 
Merritt. This is Canada’s 
largest ranch. 

B.C. Govt. photo 
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. . FOR FRESH OR SALT WATER 


BUY “GIBBS” TACKLE 


The Choice of Canadian Fishermen for Over 50 Years 


GIBBS TOOL & STAMPING WORKS LTD. 


men and many teams of horses. 

But mechanized operations haven't 
destroyed the west's free spirit. The 
ranch's summer cow camp, 10 miles up 
the mountain, is maintained by a top- 
hand named Harry Williams. When the 
cowboys and the cows come down in 
winter, Harry stays put, preferring to 
read books and let the world go hang. 
Once when he found the legs on a new 
pair of trousers too long, he put them 
on achopping block and cut them down 
to size with the swing of an axe. 

For years the best known cow boss 
in the Nicola Valley was a sturdy in- 
dividualist named Joe Coutlee. One 
year, when his boss neglected togive 
old Joe his holidays, Coutlee bought a 
second hand car and hired a man to 
drive himto Merritt at the busy round- 
up time. He returned to the camp each 
night in a high state of celebration, 
carrying his supplies with him. As a 
refusal to take a drink is regarded as 
a sharp insult in those parts, the camp 
was a merry one for 10 days until Joe 
gave up his holidays. The owner had 


waited resignedly. Much time and 
three cooks had been lost. They were 
teetotallers. 


One frosty morning in October I took 
part inwhat is regarded by the general 
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public as the most romantic of all 
ranch activities--the fall cattle drive. 
The herd belonged to the Douglas Lake 
Cattle Company, Canada's and one of 
the world's largestranches, located in 
the Nicola Valley, a big grass basin 
near Merritt. The first to climb out of 
their bedrolls inthe bunkhouse were a 
lithe young Australian, Jim Schofield, 
and an Indian youth, Steve Archachan. 

Steve and Jimhad the job that morn- 
ing of wrangling the horses - bringing 
them in from the pasture to the corral. 
The other cowboys straggled along 
soon after tothrow saddles and bridles 
on the high-spirited mares, snorting 
and rearing with rebellionat their loss 
of freedom. ; 

Then came breakfast of flapjacks, 
bacon and eggs, toast and coffee, 
served up by Charlie, the cook, and 
his wife Rosie, and the nine men rode 
off to the cattle, grazing at the nearby 
Raspberry camp. They had been rounded 
up the previous day and tested for TB, 
pink eye and foot rot and given an in- 
jection against shipping fever. 

Here was Douglas Lake's prime 
beef - 791 yearling steers, 18 months 
old - the first of 1,470 to be shipped 
from the Nicola station, 20 miles 
away, to St. Paul, Minnesota, They 


were part of a herd of 14,000 Hereford 
cattle, fattening all summer on the 
ranch's 650,000 acres-a "spread" so 
big that its fences would reach from 
Toronto to Montreal and back. 

More than just a ranch, the Douglas 
Lake outfit is amerger of half a dozen 
ranches, a multi-million dollar prop- 
erty, anempire of grass with avillage, 
mansions, homes, and a school. 

From a small office at the home 
ranch, the Douglas Lake manager, a 
lean and leathery Australian named 
Brian Chance, can get in touch by 
radio telephone with the foremen in 
charge of his various spreads, 10 to 40 
miles away. He can also despatch 
orders from a radio-equipped jeep 
while driving over the range, or from 
his big, black Lincoln. 

Chance had sold the cattle sight 
unseen to a U.S. buyer for 17 cents a 
pound, top price in the fall market for 
grass-fed steers. Now the cowboys, 
led by "cow boss" Mike Ferguson, who 
stands six feet three without his high- 
heeled boots, were moving them out. 
Riding in on the milling beasts they 
gave vent to low whistles, saddle 
slaps and the old Mexican cry of 
"Cha-cha-cha!" to get them started 
across the range. 
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Four hours later, they had driven 
them eight miles, as much as cattle 
can travel in a day without losing 
weight, and herded them into a holding 
ground for the night. It was a trip 
across grassy, sagebrush slopes, 4,000 
feet above sea level, down through 


lightly-timbered passes, splashing at 
one point across the Quilchena River. 
Often the animals balked, tried to turn 
back, headed for the brush or stopped 
in their tracks, only to find the cow- 
boys expertly pushing them on. Strung 
out across the range, the 700-odd 
Herefords, brown-bodied and white- 
faced, looked from the distance like 
an invasion of insects. 

Similar cattle drives were taking 
place that month in widely separated 
parts of British Columbia, though many 
ranchers now truck their cattle to 
shipping points. About one third of 
B. C.'s 160,000 beef cattle go to mar- 
ket each year, sold privately to pack- 
ing house buyers or at auction sales. 
They rangeon some 15 million acres of 
wild grasses in summer, eat hay all 
winter. 

In April comes the "spring turnout" 
when the cattle are let loose from their 
winter pasture to feed on the grass 
again, the cows to give birth to their 
calves. By June it is branding time 
and the cowboys drive the young 
calves into a corral, rope them by the 
hind legs and apply a hot iron to their 
hides. The bewildered creatures are 
also ear-marked, de-horned and inoc- 
ulated. Young bulls are converted into 
steers with a quick thrustof the knife. 

Compared with the Nicola Valley, 
the storied Cariboo to the northwest is 
a tougher, rougher region where the 
cattle roam farther in search of grass 
and ranchers work harder to raise 
enough. But it is B. C.'s biggest 
cattle country. Together the Cariboo 
and neighboring Chilcotin areas form 
a big saucer-shaped plateau some 180 
miles long and 125 miles across, lying 
between the Coast mountains and the 
western ramparts of the Rockies and 
bisected by the Fraser. It starts at 
Pavilion Mountain, 130 miles north of 
Vancouver, where the Diamond S Ranch 
lies in a spectacular alpine bowl a 
mile above the Fraser; itends at Prince 
George and the Nechako River. 

The Cariboo's oldest ranch is owned 
by the Pollard brothers and has been in 
the family ever since John Pollard 
staked it out in 1859 near Clinton, 
stage-coach stop and junction of the 
Cariboo and Harrison roads from the 
coast. Pollards now run 500 cattle 
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and operate a guest ranch with 60 
saddle horses. 

The biggest outfit in the Cariboo- 
Chilcotin region is the Gang Ranch, 
founded by Thaddeus Harper in 1883 
and so-named because it was the first 
to use a big gang plough in place of 
the walking plough. Like a lost con- 
tinent of bunchgrass hills, valleys 
and tablelands, the Gang has 50,000 
acres of deeded land and more than a 
million acres of leased land under 
grazing permit. This makes it B. C.'s 
largest, but in actual land owned and 
cattle - about 5,000 head - it's much 
smaller than the Douglas Lake ranch. 


Two multi-millionaires from Mon- 
tana, Bill Studdert, who made a fortune 
shipping salmon from Alaska to Seattle, 
and Floyd Skelton, bought the Gang 
from an English firm in 1948 for a re- 
puted $725,000. Their new empire was 
so big they found far more cattle on it 
than the previous owners estimated 
and this, along with skyrocketing 
prices in 1950, helped return a good 
part of theirinvestment the first year. 
But they've had their share of bad 
luck, too. Two winters ago, hundreds 
of their cattle died when hay’ran out 
and the animals were unable to forage 
for themselves. 
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That same winter, the Chilco ranch, 
just north of the Gang and almost as 
large, met the feed crisis by trucking 
in loads of pellets -inch-long capsules 
of grains, molasses, meal and min- 
erals. The ranch's 5,000 hungry Here- 
fords had already eaten through 4,000 
tons of hay, putup the previous summer 
by a score ofranch hands with50 teams 


of horses, 12 tractors and other mach-- 


ines. 

The Chilco's owner is John Wade, 
who has a magazine subscription 
agency and other interests in Hawaii 
and the south Pacific. Tall, good- 
looking and known as a super sales- 
man, Wade commutes to the ranch by 
plane from Honolulu and Los Angeles. 

Since 1947 when he acquired the 
Chilco, he has added adjoining ranches 
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and modernized operations to make his 
cattle domain one of B. C.'s best. 
Fifteen buildings grouped about the 
Chilco's large, red-roofed ranch 
house, fronted by an airstrip and en- 
closed by a white rail fence, make it 
a picture ranch. Manager Haley Ayl- 
cock, a former colonel in the U.S. air 
force, takes off from the airstrip in a 
small Cessna to spot cattle straying 
far out on the Chilco's million acres 
that sweep west on both sides of the 
Chilcotin river. 

Contrasted with this modem air-age 
operation is Pan Phillips' Home Ranch 
by the Itcha mountains, the Chilcotin 
plateau's last big range before it 
passes into the massive barrier of the 
Coast mountains. Phillips' former 
partner, Richmond P. Hobson, has told 


SKIPPER’S 
COLUMN 


No one was more disappointed than 
I when the printer's deadline made it 
impossible to start our new "Boating 
in B.C." section this issue. For the 
past three years boat owners, boat and 
yacht clubs, marine dealers, skin 
divers and water skiers have been 
asking me; "Why don't you start a boat- 
ing section like the old one you had in 
the Vancouver Herald?" We need some 
one to fight like you did for more 
launching ramps and better facilities 
for boaters not only at the coast but 
all over B.C." We want to know about 
people, places and happenings of in- 
terest to boaters all over the province, " 

Thanks to the Northwest Digest, 
Doug Turner and the ‘members of the 
Outboard Boating Club of Vancouver 
and Jerry Markwith and the Marine 
Dealers Association, the next issue 
will contain a complete report on boat- 
iri; tn Bie. 

I know that the 30,000 people who 
attended the Marpole Rotary Club's 
boat show at the P.N.E. Show Mart 
Building weren't all boat owners, but 
since there are over 100,000 licensed 
boats in B.C.and goodness knows how 
many unlicensed ones (under 10 horse 
power and sail) I think a complete re- 


the story of ranching inthis area in the 
dramatic, personal terms of two books, 
"Grass Beyond the Mountains" and 
"Nothing Too Good for a Cowboy" - 
stories of hard winters, gruelling trail 
drives and frontier fun. 

Rancher Phillips and his wife Betty 
still carry through the longest and 
toughest trail drive in North America, 
a five-week 200-mile trek to the 
annual cattle sale at Quesnel. They 
camp enroute, despite the October 
snows, and now manage to take baby 
Robert along with them. 

In this way, times haven't changed 
much since Tom Hance came from 
Illinois 70 years ago to establish the 
Chilcotin's first ranch 60 miles west 
of the Cariboo Road. At Hanceville, on 
the pioneer TH Ranch today you'll find 


port of this show in picture and story 
would be of interest to many of the 
Digest readers. 

The greatest advances in boating in 
the last fifty years were on display. 
Jet propelled boats that plane in 3 
inches of water, inboard motors with 
Z drives to anoutboard unit that jumps 
logs, and outboard motors from 1 1/4 
horse power to 90 horsepower, 4 cycle, 
2 cycle, air cooled, water cooled of 
all shapes, sizes and weights. 

For the Do-It-Yourselfers there were 
kits for sailboats, kits to builda fiber- 
glass boat without a mould and new 
type plywood kits for boats from 12 
feet to 25 feet. New types of tools, 
self splicing rope, foam rubber and a 
host of new paints and materials. 
Another kit is a set of hydrofoils to 
attach to your boat so you literally fly. 

And boats: rubber boats you carry 
in a suit case, it inflates and you can 
put on a 25 horse outboard and pull 
water skiers or step the mastand hoist 
a sail fora quiet cruise. When it's 
time to go home, just deflate the boat 
and putit back in the case. There are 
boats made of wood, plastic, styra- 
foam, steal and aluminum trom 4 feet 
to 35 feet. New type ski pulling boats 
that do 50 miles an hour and sturdy 
clinker built air cooled inboards that 
do 9. 

A report from the clubs, and a report 
on the JU racer for the 10 to 15 year 
olds is another feature. Tell your 
friends about Boating in B.C. in the 
Northwest Digest next issue and that 
Skipper will be there to "Welcome them 


aboard". 
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This rolling rangeland at Douglas 
Lake is typical of that in the Nicola 
valley and Merritt regions and has 
made the district far famed asa 
ranching area. 

B.C. Govt. photo 


two sons, Percy and Rene, who main- 
tain 200 head of cattle, but keep even 
busier trail-riding with adozen guests 
a week at their dude ranch and dis- 
charging the duties of notary public, 
postmaster, coroner and marriage com- 
missioner for the district. 

A third son, Grover, runs a hunting 
lodge at Big Creek near by. Sinewy, 
small-waisted and weather beaten, 
he's every inch the cowboy in his 
orange chaps, high-domed hat and red 
kerchief. Despite his 69 years he 
takes hunters up steep Chilcotin 
passes with packhorses and guns, but 
occasionally has to take one who has 
over-exerted himself back down again 
for brother Rene, the coroner. 

Englishmen have been as active as 
Americans intakingup ranchland. One 
of the most remarkable of all Cariboo 
ranchers is Lord Martin Cecil, son of 
the late Duke of Exeter, whose Bridge 
Creek Estate at historic 100 Mile House 
is like anancient fiefdom. In addition 
to his 800 cattle, Lord Martin runs a 
lodge, modern food centre and slaughter 
house and has leased lots for a thriving 
townsite along the main highway. 

On land where cattle recently roamed 
are Herb Auld's garage and service 
station, a drug store, jeweller, ladies' 
and children's wear store, hardware 
store, men's haberdashery, restaurants, 
the posh Exeter Arms hotel, a bright 
new motel, offices and homes. Mer- 
chants lease the land and pay a per- 
centage of profits into the estate. It's 
managed by youthful Ross Marks, a 
graduate of the Ontario Agricultural 
College, who also drives the fire truck, 
arranges for sewage and water systems, 
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The Stampede gives the cowboy a chance to compete in bronc 
riding, calf roping, and many other events that are a part of 
his everyday chores. The Williams Lake Stampede, shown 
above, is an annual three day event that attracts thousands 
of visitors from all over the northwest. B.C. Govt. photo 
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The wild cow riding contest 
is always humorous, at least 
from a spectator standpoint. 


doubles as health inspector and shows 
movies twice aweek in the community 
hall. 

From the time he came to the Cariboo 
as a young man in the '30s to run his 
father's ranch, Lord Cecil took a 
pioneering hand in developing cattle- 
men's associations while learning to 
ride, rope, brand and drive cattle like 
a regular hand. Today he divides his 
time between the ranch and his duties 
as bishop of his church, the Emissaries 
of Divine Light, with headquarters in 
Colorado. 

Women, too, have played a big part 
in B. C.'s ranching story. At green 
Acres on the South Thompson River, 
near Kamloops, Barbara Spencer works 
like any of her cowboys in the fields © 
or on the range, where 500 cattle graze 
on 4,000 acres. She's helped by fore- 
man Lawrence Bruce, a former Alberta 
cowhand and farmer, anda staff ranging 
from three in winter to 15 in summer. 

The tall, attractive brunette is the 
last person in the world you'd expect 
to see herding cattle. Educated in 
private schools in Canada, the U. S. 
and England, she wanted to become a 
concert pianist, wrote a couple of 
books instead, and worked as a reporter 
on the 'Vancouver Sun', Then, several 
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years ago, whena feed crisis occurred 
at the Circle S ranch in the Chilcotin, 
Colonel Spencer, her father, got her to 
take over. Barbara worked night and 
day with the men to meet the feed 
shortage. 

After a few years on the Circle S - 
several ranches rolled into one - she 
found she wanted "just one small 
ranch" and moved over to Green Acres . 
Sometimes her friends ask her why 
she doesn't die of "loneliness and 
dirt."" She says, "I won't exchange 
ranching for the packaged and pseudo 
life of city living.” 

Miss Spencer follows in the tradition 
set by older women such as the late 
Mrs. Norman Lee, the Chilcotin's much 
loved grandmother. "Gan-gan," as she 
was known to ranchers, cowboys and 
travellers, came from Shropshire to her 
husband's ranch in 1903. She was 
shocked at first at the desolation 
around her but was soon trading furs 
with the Indians and speaking their 
language. 

Her husband Norman was famous all 


POOR JUDGMENT 
Sometimes people become vic- 
tims of misplaced confidence—too 
much confidence in themselves. 


his life for a great, but disastrous 
"cattle drive to the Klondike" in 1898. 
On this gruelling, 1,200-mile trek of 
200 cattle and seven cowboys, 30 
packhorses developed foot trouble and 
had to be shot. At Teslin Lake, the 
cattle were slaughtered and loaded on 
a raft, but a storm blew up and the 
whole cargo sank to the bottom of the 
lake. "Norman came out witha blanket, 
a dog and a dollar," says Mrs. Lee. 

At Dog Creek, 40 miles southwest of 
Williams Lake, the Cariboo cow "cap- 
ital", you'll find the indomitable Mrs. 
Charles Place and her two sons, Hilary 
and Jeff. They maintain a 22-room 
house, well-known stopping place 
since 1886, a ranch, modern groceteria, 
gasoline.pumps and mail trucks. A 
relative, Alfred "Pop" Drinkle, runs 
the postoffice. 

Mrs. Place, who left a dancing 
career on the London stage to come 
out to the wilderness of the Fraser, 
is now 74. The tiny, voluble Yorkshire 
lady dresses each evening ina black 
evening gown, adorns herself with 
pearls and regales her visitors with a 
running fire of commentary on life. 
She's fortified by subscriptions to 75 
newspapers and magazines a month, 
including the airmail edition of the 
Manchester Guardian. 

Whether man or woman, working a 
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small ranch or a little kingdom, Bri- 
tish Columbia's beef cattle raisers 
face amultitude of problems year after 
year and surmount them with quiet 
fortitude. The- rancher must have a 
range big enough to provide some 20 
acres of grass foreach animal and hay 
fields that yield aton for each to feed 
it over a normal winter. He must find 
water to irrigate his fields in sum- 
mer and for his cattle to drink. The 
"critters" can get lost, crippled, 
attacked by bears or cougars, sick 
with various diseases, or stolen by 
rustlers. 

In selling his cattle to buyers pri- 
vately or through the B. C. Livestock 


Producers Cooperative, largest beef 
marketer in the province, the rancher 
must contend with changing prices. 
These have ranged from two cents a 
pound in the '30s to 38 cents a pound 
a few years ago. And the B.C. 
cattlemen have a special new worry 
that prairie ranchers don't face . 
Buyers aredemanding grain-fed steers 
because the meat is redderand the fat 
whiter. B. C. cattle are almost en- 
tirely grass-fed because the rancher 
can't grow grainor buy it economically 
and the meat, though flavorful, has a 
slight yellowish tinge. His markets 
have been sagging and he fears the 
downward trend for grass-fed beef will 
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continue until he is wiped out. 
The rancher and his men have to be 


cowboys, farmers, mechanics, mid- 
wives to cows, amateur vets, car- 
penters and businessmen, Their jobs 


can range from cutting water holes in 
ice-choked streams to repairing jack- 
pine fences the moose have knocked 
over. 

But despite it all, they're so in love 
with their way of life that their idea 
of a good holiday is to ride broncs or 
wild steers at annual rodeos or watch 
others do it. They wouldn't exchange 
theirrangeland days for anything else- 
and they represent an occupation in 
B. C. that has not changed basically 
since the first cattle drive startled 
the Indian 100 years ago. 

THE END 
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OUR FOREST INDUSTRY 
Continued from Page 7 


Columbia and her major Islands in the 
Pacific is carried out under the shelter- 
ing arms of the forests. Outdoor re- 
creation can and does mean income to 
the citizens, infact tourism alone was 
worth some $109,000,000 to B. C. last 
year. 

Then we mustn't overlook the forests' 
economic worth in thefield of the all- 
important hydro-electric power devel- 
opments. Who can deny that in its 
natural role of watershed protector and 
general conservor of moisture which 
will eventually make mighty power 
schemes as Mica and Peace River a 
reality, the forests again play avital, 
economic role. The forests are, in 
fact, a multi-purpose resource the 
equal of which would be impossible 
to find. 

In cold, hard cash, the forests of 
this Province have pumped an average 
of $500,000,000 per year into the 
Provincial economy over the last de- 
cade. This does notinclude an average 
of $100,000,000 per year of new capital 
investment in the forest manufacturing 
industries of B. C. over the past seven 
years. 

To secure this massive asset, the 
people of this Province have seen to 
it that their Government has imple- 
mented a programme of forest farming -- 
sustained-yield forestry as the pro- 
fessional calls it-- which is designed 
to guarantee a perpetual yield of this 
green gold so as to secure the foun- 
dation of our greatest single industry. 
At the present time, well over 40 
million acres is under some form of 
sustained-yield management, operated 
either by private enterprise or by the 
Crown. 

One of the most dramatic effects of 
this policy of management for the 
common good has been the swing into 
balance in the forest cut. In 1945, for 
example, only 19 per cent of a total 


In recent years mills such as this at Lord Lake in the Prince George forest 


district have resulted in Interior lumber production equalling that onthe coast 


But, warns Minister of Lands and Forests Ray Williston, in future operators 
will have to pay more attention to marketing than they have in the past. 


Provincial cut of 3 billion board feet 
originated in what we call the Interior 
of British Columbia. That was the 
historic pattern which had not changed 
much for over a decade. In 1958, just 
13 years later, 44 per cent of a total 
Provincial cut of almost five and one- 
half billion board feet originated in 
the Interior. This represents a swing 
of 25 percent and an increase of some 
1.8 billion board feet to the Interior 
districts in just a little over one 
decade. On the basis of this, I feel 
quite confident that at least 50 per 
cent of the annual cut for the current 


year will originate in the Interior. 
This means that no longer can the 
Interior industry be considered a “little 
brother". 

B. C. has frequently been referred 
to as the forest Province of a forest 
Nation. It could even more correctly 
be referred to as the Lumber Province 
of Canada since B. C. produces some 
70 per cent of all Canada's lumber. 
However, Canada currently uses only 
about 30 per cent of B. C.'s pro- 
duction. When we analyze it even 
further we find that about 6 per cent of 
Coastal production is marketed in other 
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Provinces and approximately 25 per 
cent of Interior production goes to 
other Provinces. 

Setting aside ultimate aims, setting 
aside optimum conditions and exciting 
predictions for the future, wein British 
Columbia are faced with one solid fact 
today insofar as our forest industry is 
concerned. Today -- right now -- ours 


is alumber economy to a rather fright- 
ening extent and, in spite of spectac- 
ular rises of the pulp, paper, and ply- 
wood values over the past decade, this 
situation still exists. 

I am divulging no secrets when I 
say that the Government firmly believes 
the forest industries of B. C. should 
continue to diversify. We will do our 
share to encourage diversification. 
Nonetheless, the realistic appraisal 
at this moment shows that B. C.'s is 
a lumber economy in no uncertain 
terms. Even though the industry is 
becoming more and more diversified 
with pulp and paper, newsprint, and 
plywood all showing conservative but 
definite increases in value over the 
past few years, lumber production 
value still leads the list and by a 
considerable margin. 

In 1958, lumber value of production 
amounted to $226 million dollars; pulp 
and paper, $190 million dollars; and 
plywood , $90 million dollars. So far, 
unfortunately from the general stand- 
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point, nearly all diversification has 
been on the Coast. The Interior in- 
dustry, presently going through a con- 
version stage of modernization and 
expansion to more efficient but fewer 
units, is still almost entirely a lumber 
economy. 

As a measure of the lumber produc- 
tion in the Interior today, the Prince 
George Forest District -- just one of 
three Interior Districts -- passed aone 
billion foot cut at the end of August 
last year for the first time in its 
history. It is now cutting the second 
greatest volume ofany Forest District. 
Only the Vancouver District scale 
exceeds Prince George at the moment, 
and almost 700 sawmills operate in the 
Prince George District alone. 


Today in all Canada's major lumber 
and wood construction material centres 
there is one huge, common problem 
that goes something like this. Wood, 
although still generally competitive 
insofar as price is concerned, is no 
longer considered a "cheap" building 
material. One may expect to pay 
roughly the same for wood construc- 
tion material as for an acceptable 
substitute -- a beautiful little example 
of the operation of a free economy. 

Wood, as a basic building material 
is being challenged by a host of glam- 
orous rivals --aluminum, steel, glass, 
plasterboard, with even stone returning 


to favour. Per capita wood consump- 
tion forconstruction by Canadians has 
been dropping steadily over the past 
few years. It has dropped about 50 
F.B.M. per person per year in the 
last decade. These problems face all 
producers of wood structural materials 
whether they operate in Newfoundland 
or Alberta, New Brunswick or British 
Columbia. 

This is the problem the Canadian 
Wood Development Council has set 
out to help solve. I have no partic- 
ular personal association with the 
Council, but as a citizen of British 
Columbia who depends for his liveli- 
hood, like everyone else, on the sale 
of forest products, I can't imagine not 
giving the Council my full moral 
support. 

If I were a lumber producer, I would 
mostcertainly feel areal obligation to 
support this Council. I would want to 
do my part towards returning wood to 
its rightful and historic place in the 
construction picture. I would not want 
to be one of those who accepted any 
and allof the benefits of the Council's 
promotion and did nothing towards its 
support. 

This Council represents 90 per cent 
of the Coastal lumber production in 
British Columbia. It only represents 
50 per cent or less of the lumber pro- 
duction in the Interior. This is a 
serious situation and one that should 
be rectified as soon as possible. No- 
one has more to lose if the Council's 
programme fails than has the Interior 
lumber producer! 

The forest industry on the Coast 
does have a certain amount of diver- 
sification. The Interior, as yet, has 
not. If people stop buying lumber and 
other structural wood materials, itis 
the newly-awakened, growing, hopeful 
Interior industry that will take it on 
the chin first. Remember, 35 per cent 
of the Interior cut is marketed in 
Canada. 

There is a duty resting squarely on 
the shoulders of every woods manu- 
facturer in Canada -- and this partic- 
ularly applies to British Columbia -- 
to see to it that they themselves, in 
their own use of wood, and in their 
associates' use of wood in business 
and public construction, always seek 
to exemplify its many characteristics 
which are beyond competition. To be 
more specific, I- know, and you un- 
doubtedly know, of industrial storage 
sheds and similar: installations in 
British Columbia, some of them asso- 
ciated directly with the forest indus- 
tries and most built just recently, but 
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with hardly a stick of wood in their 
construction! 

Every possible persuasion should 
be applied to British Columbia builders 
and architects to use wood in con- 
struction. In this I include the build- 
ing of public installations as well. 
Don't be put off by archaic arguments 
about fire hazard risks. Modern wood 
uses, modern fire detection equipment, 
modern school, auditorium, and other 
type public building-design, all taken 
together, have effectively eliminated 
this age-old argument to a great 
extent. 

I am very pleased tobe able to say 
that both Departments with which I 
have been associated in this Govern- 
ment are major wood-users in any of 
their construction projects. The De- 
partment of Education, through the 
50-50 cost-sharing financing plan 
with school boards has become one of 
the Province's biggest builders. That 
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At 93 Mickey Fleming is the 
oldest of the seven prospectors 
but is still eager to pan for 
, gold. / \ 
ji iL NYP 
te turned raw when the stock 
market crashed in 1929, sending a 
cloud of hunger mushrooming across 
the Dominion. Jobs disappeared. 
Money was scarce. If a man could 
provide his own work, he was for- 
tunate. 

British Columbia offered that op- 
portunity to the energetic ones, espe- 
cially her little valleys throughout the 
interior where several hundred gold- 
bearing creeks, virtually forgotten 
since the 1890's, bubbled their way to 
the Pacific. There were still colors in 
those creeks that nobody cared about. 
Hardy old miners and eager novices 
who would rather pan a creek for a 
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dollar a day instead of going on halter 


went back to the hills. Prospectors 
descended on all the old placer creeks 
in the province, and discovered some 
new ones. 

One such creek to thrive again was 
Tranquille, a stream 10 miles west of 
Kamloops which gets its name from an 
Indian chief Sanquil who lived there in 
the 1830's. It tumbles 30 miles through 
the pines androlling sagebrush country 
to Kamloops Lake. With the exception 
of that part of the Fraser River which 
flows through the Kamloops Mining 
Division, it has produced more gold 
than any other creek in the area, its 
known yield from 1874 to 1945 being 
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2,392 ounces worth $48.6 612. 00. 

Placer mining was simple, and little 
equipment was needed. A shovel, a 
pan, and a bit of money for grub. 
Build a sluice box and you were in 
business. Placer mining methods 
hadn't changed fromthe early years -- 
and neither had the tactics for making 
a dishonest dollar, Fred "Shorty" Gil- 
derdale, a current resident of Tran- 
quille creek, learned this the hard 
way. 

In 1931 he had just lost his jobina 
coal mine in Alberta and since he was 
52 the future didn't look exactly rosy. 
However shortly afterward in Edmonton 
he saw an advertisement for experi- 


(| OF TRANQUIL 
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enced timber men and placer miners. 
Shorty went to the hotel listed in the 
advertisement and soon found himself 
talking mining to a young man whose 
first name was Eric. 

It turned out that Eric had just re- 
turned to Edmonton from Kamloops, 
where he had staked the "rich" Rattle- 
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At 81 John Matsen doesn’t prospect any more but keeps 
busy hand sawing his winter wood supply. 


snake Claim on Tranquille Creek and 
formed a company to develop it. 
Shares were $100 each, and buyers 
were guaranteed 90 cents worth of gold 
a yard and $3.50 a day for putting up 
timbers, plus a share in the profits. 

Gilderdale was green to gold, and 
cautious. "No, no, I'm not buying a 
pig in the poke," he said. "I'll give 
you $50 down and if I like it when I 
get there I'll send you the other $50." 

When he got there he found two other 
share owners working the claim. They 
were getting only 25 cents a yard and 
the company was non-existent. Gil- 
derdale was flustered but there was 
little he could do. Eric hadlong since 
checked out of his hotel room office. 
Short of money, but mostly angry, Gil- 
derdale decided to stay and took 
possession of the claim, re-naming it 
Coronation. He's been there ever 
since. Mining is mostly a thing of 
the past for him now, but when he gets 
together with any of five other aging 
prospectors retired in seclusion on 
the creek, Tranquille's story of gold 
still lives. 

"I was supposed to get a fortune," 
Gilderdale muses. "I got a fortune, it 
was amisfortune. But never mind, I've 
gotten over it." 

Shorty went to work onhis re-named 
claim and toiled eight years. Witha 
partner, Harvey Sederland, they dug out 
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Seventy four year old Pierre Deneauve sketches and 
paints to occupy himself a the ae winter months. 
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Fred 
“Shorty 7 
Gilderdale, 
80, came 
to the 
creek on 

a gold 
claim 
hoax. 


$850 one year. Gilderdale quickly 
learned why the claim wasn't as rich 
as it was supposed to e. Prior to the 
Rattlesnake Claim, it was held by a 
Chinese outfit in 1928 and the owner 
had 45 men working for him paying 
them $1.50 a day. When a Frenchman 
decided to go to Vancouver and aban- 
doned the neighboring claim, Gilder- 
dale sold the Coronation and moved 
onto it. 

Gilderdale is a firm believer in the 
creek's potential. "There's gold in 
that creek," he says, "But when you 
get to be 80 you're too old to get it. 
I can do a day's work yet but I don't 
like digging all the time." 


His claim is dotted with holes. 
He'll point to one pit five or six feet 
deep and explain, "We got only four 
pennyweight out of this. The digging 
was too hard." ($1.40 a pennyweight, 
20 pennyweight to an ounce.) Shorty 
figures the creek is in debt to him, 
explaining, "Sometimes I made $7 a 
day, but not often and for the work I 
put in I should have made far more 
than that." 

His most challenging experience on 
the creek came in July of 1935 when 
heavy rains and melting snow smashed 
two dams, which nearby Tranquille TB 
Sanitorium had built for water storage. 
A great deluge suddenly roared down 
through the canyon and created havoc 
along its route. 

Shorty recalls it was aFridaynight, 
he had cashed in at Kamloops and 
spent the day. When he neared home, 
his Airedale, Spotty, as usual met him 
at the creek road. But Spotty wasn't 
guiding him home that night. Mysteri- 
ously, he stayed at the farm and 
Shorty went on alone. At nine o'clock 
the flood came. Gilderdale was in 
such a deep sleep that he didn't wake 
up until 3 a.m. with water lapping all 
about him. He pushed _ shingles 
through the roof of his cabin and 
squatted on the roof until rescued at 
7:30. Spotty came back the next day 
when it was safe. 

John Matsen, an ex-Danish sailor 
who tured to prospecting, vividly re- 
members the flood. He was sitting in 
his cabin when suddenly the ground 
started to shake, "just like an earth- 
quake." He threw as much stuff as he 
could on the roof and also spent the 
night there. It was a frightening 
night. His main worry was falling 
trees, and the possibility of one 
splitting his cabin. "It was dark and 
I couldn't see them. But not one fell 
on my roof." He said the velocity of 
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the water was sogreat that trees were 
broken to pieces and fish were ground 
against rocks. When the flood sub- 
sided there was two feet of mud on 
the cabin floor. 

Matsen, 81, came to B. C. in 1932, 
first prospecting along the Fraser 
River near Prince George. It was in 
the Cottonwood district, between 
Quesnel and Barkerville, that two men 
told him about Tranquille, and he 
headed for the Creek. "I saw the 
others were taking out a little, enough 
to live, sol started too. We just got 
enough so we could live. We didn't 
go to the relief camps, we went to 
work. We always got enough to eat. " 

He met his partner, Sam Perry, a 
year after his arrival in Tranquille, 
and "We just kept sniping from one 
placeto another. There wasn't enough 
for us to take out acclaim." In 1935, 
Perry bought a 1924 Chev for $30 and 
for five years they drove to the Cariboo 
in summers to prospect, returning to 
Tranquille for winter. In the spring of 
1940, someone lifted the engine and 
all the wheels off the car and it ended 
Matsen's prospecting career, except 
for 1948 when he made his last trip to 
the Cariboo. After the car was ran- 
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sacked, he spent his summers picking 
berries in the Fraser Valley and found 
"there was more money in berry pick- 
ing than prospecting." In 1948, how- 
ever, rain and flooding was so exten- 
sive that the berry crop was ruined 


and Matsen gave the Cariboo one last 
stab. But the upper reaches of the 
Fraser were also affected. "I couldn't 
do athing. I ran all over, taking a pan 
here and there when the bars came up 
in the river. Then it rained and the 
bars went under again. ' 

Working on Tranquille inthe thirties 
was difficult. Placer miners like Mat- 
sen would test a spot by panning and 
if it looked good they would set up a 
sluice box. Sometimes they'd be dig- 
ging a distance from the creek and 
roads to the sluice box were quite 
long. "We'd average 30 wheelbarrows 
a day," Matsen said. “There would 
be six or seven cents to a wheel- 
barrow. Not much, but it kept us in- 
dependent, " 

In 1946 Matsen ducked out of some 
good money and possibly death when 
he met a man named Goodhart, who 
was working a fairly rich tunnel. 
Goodhart was digging so rapidly that 
he didn't bother to put up timbers. He 
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asked Matsenif he'd like to work with 
him, and John said he'd take a look. 
"We took out 16 pennyweight thatday. 
I told him the tunnel would cave in 
anytime." The prediction came true. 
Goodhart went to lunch one day and 
when he returned the whole hillside 
had caved in. The rich pocket hasn't 
been worked since. 

Pierre Deneauve, a_ slightly-built 
74-year-old Frenchman who hates 


being called Shorty -- "there's only 
one Shorty on this creek and that's 
Gilderdale" -- first arrived at Tran- 


quille in 1933. He visited the creek 
periodically for three years before 
staking the Tin Plate Claim. However, 
walking into the area with a 55-pound 
sack drooped over his five-foot two- 
inch frame, he fell and injured his 
leg. After four months of working, he 
gave it up. 

"You give me $3 for the cabin and 
you can have the place," he remembers 


telling the Tin Plate's purchaser, 
whose name he forgets. "Times were 
tough then. The best we ever made 


was 75 cents a day, and we were 
lucky because a lot of people didn't 
have 75 cents a day." 

Deneauve, who spent his early 
working days cooking on schooners 
and in the Canadian north, went back 
to his old trade at the sanitorium. 
He's skeptical of what gold remains. 
"You can find some good pieces here, 
but there's no concentration on this 
creek at all." 

Gilderdale's nearest neighbor is 
Thomas "Mickey" Fleming, at 93 the 
oldestman on the creek. A Newfound- 
lander from Torbay, near St. John's, 
he's panned many creeks in the Kam- 
loops area and Cariboo and after 50 
years of it sums up his success with, 
"I made a living, I didn't starve." 
Mostof his prospecting in the Cariboo 
was done at Lightning Creek, near 
Barkerville, and Cottonwood Creek, 
When he arrived at Tranquille 32 years 
ago he met Harry Sharpe and they went 
to work three miles up from the sani- 
torium, using powder in therichbanks. 
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Unless he's alone with Shorty, he 
won't talk much. He'd rather take a 
drink of rum and go to sleep in his 
two-room cabin, which sits on the 
edge of the old Rattlesnake Claim. 

Another resident of the creek, Paddy 
Docksteader, is still surprisingly spry 
for his 86 years. His prized posses- 
sions include two mules, Toppy and 
Hooley--short for Gilhooley, a table 
littered with ore samples and a silver 
goatee beard which he keeps in neat 
trim. Docksteader takes a sentimental 
view of mining as the days of the old 
time prospectors ebb. "I like to see 
young blood mining," he says, "but 
there's no incentive now." He says 
young men decide to go mining and 
then expect to make a fortune the first 
day. But those days are gone. "It 
doesn't pay the first afternoon. You 
have to put up with starvation for 
awhile." 

His advice to young prospectors is 
brief -- don't get married and don't 
talk in your sleep. If you take a 
woman along, it's just another mouth 
to feed, and if you talk in your sleep 
you're liable to reveal a few secrets. 
Although Paddy has given in to instant 
coffee, he says cooking is important. 
"It's no use packing cans because 
you can't eat the cans when the con- 
tents are gone." 

Irish-born Docksteader went to 
San Francisco with his dad when he 
was nine, leaving home at fourteen to 
wander around the western states. He 
first came to B. C. in 1896. Those 
were the days. “If a man couldn't 
make $16 a day at a creek,he'd just 
stay overnight. Someone would tell 
him he's wasting his time -- there's 
more gold at another creek. They 
wouldn't even stopto lace their shoes. 
They were inoculated by the gold bug." 

Docksteader claims to be taking 
placer platinum out of Tranquille, and 
possesses about $8 worth as proof. 
But Tranquille is a gold creek, and he 
says the ratio is roughly about one 
ounce of platinum to 20 ounces of 
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"Nobody's really done any work 


gold. 
to see how much platinum is there, 
he says. "This creek has been pawed 
over since 1862. It's not acreek for a 
poor man," 

Ed Miron, a 68-year-old French Can- 
adian, is the youngest man on the 
creek, the newest, and the most ac- 
tive. He went to Tranquille only three 
years ago and now is the proprietor of 
a one-man gold mining industry. He 
has atunnel winding about 40 feet into 
the bank, which yielded him about $60 
last summer. 

Miron spends most of his summer 
days there, chipping away at the dirt 
and rock, filling up a home-made ore 
car which runs on log tracks, then 
pulling it to the creek where hedumps 
it into a sluice box. The gold shows 
up in the sediment like miniature corn 
flakes. At first he was getting only 
colors and his intentions were to move 
to anothercreek. "But I got interested 
in this tunnel. It's getting better and 
the pieces are getting bigger." He 
describes his mine as just a pastime 
for an old man. "I'm not interested in 
the gold, it's just that I get a little 
exercise. Pensioners aren't supposed 
to make too much, anyway. Sometimes 
I feel a little slouchy and I come out 
here to put in a few hours. After that, 
I feel good." 

Miron hit B. C. in the thirties, and 
can say with a more triumphant note 
than most people, "we didn't feel the 
hungry thirties in the north country." 
While working on the Fraser River 
gold gossip told him of the Manson 
Creek country, about 127 miles north 
of Fort St. James. So off he went -- 
and did well. "We were running all 
over with pack sacks," he recalls. 

Now he chips away alone in his 
tunnel to the scanty light of a coal oil 
lamp, taking care to leave the sanato- 
riums water clean. "They don't mind 
an old man like me working uphere as 


long as I don't muddy up the water too 
much, " 
What the early gold yield of the 


creek was is difficult to determine. 


In 1859, a year after its discovery, 


five men were said to be making $300 
a day with sluice boxes, and others 
took out $10 to $12 a day with the 
rocker. In 1861, there were 150 miners 


day in the vicinity of 
the creek. Two hundred Chinese 
worked it in the early 1900's. That 
money isn't there today. But still the 
old prospectors remain, living on the 
banks of the beloved creek that kept 
them eating in the hungry thirties. 

On the creek they found freedom and 
independence thateven today enables 
them tolive incontentment with them- 
selves and their fellow man. In this 
age these are qualities that many 
people far richer than the prospectors 
of Tranquille Creek cannot find. 
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The Camera Corner 


Photography is Canada’s most a series of articles which we feel 
popular hobby. Seven out of ten will be extremely helpful. Each 
Canadian families have cameras and future issue will present some as- 
snap a quarter-of-a-billion pictures pect of photography. 
each year. But the amateur wants 
and appreciates guidance as to ‘what’ 
to shoot and ‘where’ and ‘how’ - little 
hints oncomposition and subject se- 
lection that make picture or movie- 


Get out your camera, and we'll take 
a good look at it. Chances are, it's a 
lot better than you think, 

"Only a box camera," you may say, 


taking so much fun. 
For readers of the 
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or "Just a cheap camera." But many of 
the finest pictures are madewith these 
cameras in the hands of people who 
really know how to use them. If your 
box camera, simple folding camera, or 
simple reflex-type camera is made by 
a good manufacturer, and is in good 
working order, it will get excellent 
pictures under what we call "average 
conditions". 

These conditions are bright or hazy 
sunshine, and subjects that are 8 feet 
or more from the camera (even closer, 
with some simple cameras). The sub- 
jects mustnotbe in rapid motion. Most 
outdoor pictures are taken under these 
conditions, wheter you have a simple 
camera or a fine,;fast-lens type. The 
fine camera naturally excells on dull 
days, and with fast-action subjects, 
and with color films, and in close-up 
picture taking. - 

However, if your camera is an old 
type that will not work with a photo- 
flash attachment, it is out of date and 
you should replace it. Modern flash 
is so helpful, and so importantin snap- 
shooting after dark and indoors, that 
you should not handicap yourself with 
an obsolete no-flash camera. 

Now, how can you get the most from 
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COFFEE SHOP 


Marguerite, 


a 4 
A simple camera used properly can 
make great pictures. This picture 
could be snapped with any camera. 


your camera? I suggest that you prac- 
tice along these lines: 

Practice handling the camera, stand- 
ing steadily and firmly and releasing 
the shutter gently. Develop a finger 
action that doesn'tjar the camera when 
you click the shutter. The steadier the 
camera, the sharper the picture. Prac- 
tice viewing through the finder, Pick 
outa subject; move upcloser, or farther 
back; move to right or left -- until the 
finder encloses the scene you want, 
and no more. Consider the finder to be 
a "picture frame", forthat's really what 
itis. This practice will train your eye 
to recognize good picture arrangements. 

Find out the "nearest distance" for 
your camera -- 5 feet, 6 feet, 8 feet-- 
and memorize that distance. An ordinary 
tape measure will help you. Most 
people stand too far from the subject, 
and so there is too muchuseless "back- 
ground" and "foreground" in their pic- 
tures. If you have lost the instruction 
book, perhaps your camera shop can 
tell you the nearest safe distance for 
your camera. 

Practice until your camera is “all 
yours" -- not a strange instrument, but 
an old friend. That's the first step to 
better pictures. 


THE END 
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OUR FOREST INDUSTRY 
Continued from Page 21 


Department is one of the most power- 
ful promoters you can find for the use 
of wood in construction. 

All their school plans specify the 
major material as wood products if the 
local boards want to benefit by the 
50-50 plan. Where a school board, by 
choice only, not by by-law, insists on 
concrete construction, the Department 
will only contribute the equivalent of 
the cost of a frame building of the 
same capacity. The average school 
construction programme in B. C. over 
the last five years has amounted to 
$15,000,000 per year. Eighty per cent 
of this construction is wood construc- 
tion amounting to some 600 class and 
other rooms per year. 

I have sensed -- even been told by 
members of the forest industries -- 
that because of our production costs 
in Canada we must, more and more, 
resign ourselves to a North American 
market. In other words, nobody but 
ourselves can afford to buy our product. 
I havenodoubt at the moment that this 
is quite true. I have heard all the 
arguments --just as you have -- about 
why this is so. The fact still remains 
that a country dependent primarily on 
exports for its livelihood cannot con- 
tinue producing an export that the world 
cannot afford to import. 

It is my most sincere feeling that 
the time has come --I hope it has not 
already passed -- where we must do 
something about packaging and market- 
ing of ourlumber products in standard- 
ized form and that these standards be 
handled by units. 

It does not make sense to handle 
lumber, board by board, from job to 
job, when the costs of handling are so 
high. It does make sense, I maintain, 
to research the market to find out what 
would be the most acceptable package 
for the customer. It has been the 
science of packaging that provided 
one of the most profound impacts on 
the distribution industries of the United 
States. The very fact some huge con- 
cerns are still able to market certain 
products at all is purely because of 
the efficiency of their packaging 
methods and for no other reason. 

The lumber and woods manufacturer 
must think of this. He must start 
standardizing and shipping in units 
instead of single boards; handling 
must be by forklifted units. Once all 
the producers are putting out the same 
unit for the same specific product, 
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handling costs will be reduced, cus- 
tomer confidence will increase, and 
new markets will open up to us auto- 
matically as we become competitive 
once more in the world. 

I realize that it is a precarious 
policy to predictions, but in 
spite of this I am going to make some 
prognosis with the help of the Gordon 
Commission and our Bureau of Econom- 
ics and Statistics. 

It is estimated that by the end of 
1960 there will be 18,000,000 Cana- 
dians; by 1980, some 27,000,000; and 
by 2000, just a couple of 20-year 
mortgages away, it is expected the 
population will amount to 42,000,000. 
So, in 40 years, the population will 
increase over twoand one-half times. 
Generally speaking, therefore, there 
will be over two and one-half times 
the number of potential lumber con- 
sumers. Even by 1980 --just 20 years 
away -- the population will be up by 
some 10,000,000 over what it is to- 
day. 

People in Canada have traditionally 
lived in homes. These potential lum- 
ber users will require places to live. 
The picture of domestic housing unit 
construction over the next 40 years 
looks like this: --in 1960 Canada will 
witness approximately 125,000 new 
housing starts; in 1980, with a popu- 
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lation of 27,000,000 Canada will need 


185,000 new houses; and by the year 


2000, with a population of 42,000,000, 
300,000 new houses would be 4 con- 
servative estimate. 

Canadian domestic lumber con- 
sumption between 1952 and 1954 aver- 
aged 3.7 billion board feet per year. 
By 1980, it will require 5.8 billion 


board feet of lumber to build the 
185,000 new homes and by the year 
2000 it is expected domestic con- 
sumption will reach 9.0 billion board 
feet, at least two and one-half times 
today's total. 

The plywood makers face the follow- 
ing picture. Between 1952 and 1954, 
annual domestic Canadian consumption 
of plywood averaged 762,000 square 
feet of 1/4-inch material. By 1980, we 
can expect 2,400,000 square feet of 
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1/4-inch plywood to be used and by 
2000 A.D. some 4,500,000 square 
feet of 1/4-inch material consumed 
for domestic purposes in Canada. 

At first glance this may look quite 
hopeful. As a matter of fact, some 
might even feel that the simple growth 
in population will take care of the 
lumber problems of the future. Don't 
you believe it! 

If these figures of new housing 
starts give a feeling of comfort -- 
yours is going to bea sadly disillu- 
sioned future! The manufacturers of 
aluminum, steel, glass, wallboard, 
plastic and other materials also have 
these figures. Don't think for one 
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second that the woods producer has 
any historic rights or preferences in 
the field of construction! Those who 
feel this way are mostcertainly lost! ! 

A house could easily be built out of 
plastic today -- or out of paper -- or 
out of aluminum. As a matter of fact I 
read recently that at least one fash- 
ionable subdivision in the U. S. -- 
homes $20,000 to $50,000 are all 
built of aluminum! And remember that 
these substitute manufacturers back 
up their promotional campaigns with 
millions of dollars each year. When 
they look at the figure for the year 
2000, I bet they just envision those 
300,000 units built out of anything but 
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wood, 

The lumber and structural wood pro- 
ducer is going to have to fight tooth 
and nail to maintain his position in 
the housing and structure picture. 
Right here, in connection with my pro- 
jections for the future, there is a most 
sobering fact taken into consideration 
in our figures. The Stanford Research 
Institute estimates, by United States 
experience, that by 1975 it will take 
1.8 thousand board feet of lumber LESS 
to build an average home than it did 
in 1953. Their figures show that in 
1953 there was an average of 10.5 
thousand board feet in what they call 
“one home". In 1975, they expect 
this to have dropped to 8.7 thousand 
board feet and that the trend will prob- 
ably continue. 

So there is the problem as I see it. 
I don't have to emphasize that it is a 
serious one -~a vital one to all lumber 
and structural wood producers in 
Canada. 

The lumber industry has overcome 
problems before. The B. C. Industry 
was nearly ruined once because our 
Douglas fir was so big, heavy and 
tough that no mills could handle it. 
Nobody wanted Douglas fir. Now that 
was a real problem. The industry 
buckled down, they banded together to 
solve this common problem, and they 
did. Today, besides facing very real 
problems regarding price, quality, and 
service in the world market-place, the 
Canadian woods products industry is 
also faced with this relatively new 
thing amongst Canadian and North 
American builders -- a sort of conde- 
scension towards the use of wood. 

This is the era of the status symbol, 
I am told. Apparently the manufac- 
turers of substitutes have successfully 
put it across that it is much more 
status producing tohaveaglass house 
than a wooden one. In this whole 
complex picture we must always re- 
member that the most important person 
in the world is the buyer -- the fellow 
who actually buys your product. 

If he doesn't buy your product -- 
you go out of business. He won't buy 
it if he doesn't think about it. And he 
won't think about it unless someone 
continually reminds him and tells him 
how good it is and why he really 
should use it wherever possible. 
Furthermore he won't use it a second 
time if the product disappointed him 
the first time. 

Basically this is not only the job of 
the Canadian Wood Development 
Council. This is the job of every 
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woods manufacturer in British Columbia 
and throughout the rest of Canada. 

The job can best be done by giving 
the Council active support and by your 
own personal example through the 
maintenance of a high-quality product 
and by modern, attractive marketing 
techniques. These, I feel, are the most 
effective methods to promote the use 
of wood in construction and the atti- 
tude of "Think of Wood When You 
Build". 

Not only does the future of the 
woods products industry depend on 
success in this struggle for survival 
but so does the economic welfare of 


SPACE TRAVEL 
Continued from Page 8 


wise when one's dearest hope is to 
reach dry land again without having a 
two ton auto crash through the 10" ice 
into hundreds of feet of water. 
Another school of thought places its 
faith in taking things slow and easy - 


and in gravity suspension. This group 
says they are able to avoid potholes, 
choose safe spots for crossing riffles, 
and to spot open rifts in time to do 
something useful aboutit. They further 
claim that a vehicle travelling at high 
speed produces a dangerously severe 
jolt when striking ruts, heaves or pot- 
holes. 

Bill Richmond, the area's Game 
Warden, demonstrated the beauties of 
both techniques during the winter of 
1956. On theory Number Two, he was 
driving sedately across Francois Lake 
when he came to the slight detour in 
the ice highway, madeto avoid a large 
hole (caused by the sudden loss of a 
truck owned by John Giesbrecht). Bill 
wanted a closer look at the scene of 
the accident and did not realize, until 
too late, that all the surrounding ice 
sloped down towards this hole. It was 
a real ice funnel, with 600 to 800 ft. 
of water at the business end of it. 

Once over the lip of this natural 
funnel, Bill's car tilted and began to 
slither sideways towards the circle of 
open water. He tossed theory out the 
car window and tramped on the accel- 
erator. With tires whining, with Bill 
half-standing at the wheel (suspension 
of gravity theory) and with a sickening 
slowness, the car veered around to 
point uphill. 

He stepped on the gas even harder, 
the car lolling from side to side like a 
pendulum, untilinch by inchit literally 
clawed its way back over the rim to 
safety. Once on level ice again, Bill 
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Adding emphasis to Ray Williston's 


the forest industry is the 


following news 


note of warning to 


item: 


STEEL made another inroad on the lumber market last month when 
workmen began erecting Western Canada’s first all steel grain ele 
vator at Kenaston, about 15 miles northwest of Regina. The eleva- 
tor, a project of the Saskatchewan Wheat Pool, will hold 60,000 
bushels and will incorporate all the new machinery and techniques 
proven in past performance experiments. Should the test model 
prove successful, it may mean the end of the familiar wooden ele- 
vators which dot the Western Prairies. 


the entire province. With almost one 
half of every dollar we spend origi- 
nating in the forests, it is a challenge 
we must not fail. 


THE END 


quietly picked up his original theory 
and drove calmly on. A true ice trav- 
eller. 

Another lake-driver to feel his car 
tip beneath him is Pete Hiebert who 
drove across Francois Lake the morn- 
ing after a hard freeze. Not until he 
was out on the ice did he see the 
"checking" action produced by the 
extreme cold. The entire lake surface 
had shattered. Most of the blocks 
os formed had been re-sealed by the 
35° below zero temperatures, but a few 
cracks remained - one causing Pete's 
car to tilt as it sped across a free- 
floating block; another requiring him 
to jump a strip of open water. Mr. 
Hiebert is a follower of the Rocket 
Crossing Theory as well as a believer 
in voluntary suspension of gravity. 

Por fear that business in the nearest 
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town of Burns Lake should fall into a 
sharp recession, Theory Number Three 
is best spoken of in whispers. Cliff 
Harrison, a former resident of the 
country south of Francois Lake, isa 
devout member of this group. His 
convictions arose from a time in 1946 
when he was bringing home a brand new 
car. Understandably, he hesitated to 
put it on the ice, but enquiries proved 
that cars had been making safe cross- 
ings throughout the day. As double 
precaution, Cliff walked out some dis- 
tance and chopped a hole, to find 
about ten inches of satisfying blue ice. 
A passenger in this car, John Shelford, 
hadjustthenreturned home fromactive 
service with the RCN during the war. 
He said no wartime experiences had 
been as terrifying as that trip across 
Francois Lake. 

Cliff's new car very soon built upa 
high rate of rocketry when a strip of 
open water loomed ahead. He had no 


FIRST NORTHWEST AIR EXPIDITION 
Continued from Page 9 


flying over Canadian territory. That 
day they landed at McClelland Air- 


choice but to try jumping it, which he 
did. But a second rift appeared and 
they knew themselves to bedriving on 
a floating block. To stop and turn back 
would be to sink. They did not dare 
circle and return, not knowing what 
lay off the beaten track. So they 
tried to jump the second crack, and 
succeeded again, only to find another 
and yet another. The lake was break- 
ing up beneath them! Cliff pressed the 
new Chev toits highest speed, booming 
through clouds of spray, lurching and 
bumping over cracks, ruts and gaps. 

His tightest squeeze came when a 
riffle, or ice ridge, stood up in the 
path. He managed to pull the car 
around to find a low point in the con- 
crete-solid ice wall - and over they 
hurtled. 

Their rate of speed was estimated 
atnearly 90 m.p.h. when they reached 
the south shore, glanced away from an 
ice-covered boulder, slammed into a 


field at Saskatoon, and on the 27th 
they reached Edmonton, and _ there 
they gave their aircraft motherly care 
for the ordeal which they realized lay 
ahead over the great barrier of the 
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snowdrift, and, at last, came to rest 
on the beach. They sat quietly for 
some seconds, before gathering the 
will to step out and look at what they 
had crossed. They said that Francois 
Lake lay heaving and flowing, a mass 
of iceblocks bumping and tinkling to- 
gether. It was thenthat Cliff Harrison 
propounded anew Theory for ice travel: 
"Never again," he said, "never again 
will I drive across this lake." Theory 
Number Three has a small, but fanat- 
ical, following. 

Of the several hundred residents 
living south of Francois Lake, it is 
surprising how few do refuse to cross 
this fragile strip of ice. They believe 
in caution, yes; but to stay at home, 
No! So, every day during the freeze-up, 
an estimated 25 cars make the cross- 
ing. And, why not? Nobody's in orbit, 
yet! 


THE END 


Rocky Mountains. 

On August Ist, the expedition rose 
into the air heading across the Pembina 
country, where the air was thick from 
forest fires. A makeshift landing area 
awaited them near Jasper, and they 
arrived without undue incident, where 
they were officially welcomed by Col. 
Maynard Rogers, Superintendent of 
Jasper National Park. 

The following day the four aircraft 
set off together heading over the 
ranges for Prince George in Central 
B. C. Three of them made it safely 
although Crumrine's de Havilland blew 
a tire on landing, and went up on its 
nose to smash its propeller. Streett 
had scarcely got into the air when a 
burst oil pipe caused a minor fire in 
his engine, and he lost no time swing- 
ing back to Jasper to attend to the 
damage. Off again an hour later, he 
managed to reach Prince George just 
as dusk was settling over the country- 
side, and in a tremendous downpour 
of rain. When his six colleagues 
heard the drone of his engine ap- 
proaching from the east, they quickly 
lighted gasoline flares to guide him 
in. Conditions were rough, however, 
and he overshot the small field, and 
his craft ended up with a shattered 
lower wing. 

As the ruling was for all four aircraft 
to remain together as closely as 
possible, a considerable time elapsed 
before both the damaged machines 
were put in flying trim again. To aid 
in the work, a cabinet maker from 
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The four DeHavilland aircraft on their arrival at Faulkner’s Field 
at Dawson in the Yukon, thus becoming the first planes to fly in the. 


Yukon. 


Frince George was hired to help. 

In the interim, Streett and Nutt 
journeyed by train to Hazelton to 
size up landing conditions there. 
They met a glum outlook, as no suit- 
able area existed. The only spot 
remotely suitable was an area on the 
farm of Mr. Bierns, and it was a 
growing field of oats! Arrangements 
were made with Mr. Bierns to cut 
down a swath large enough for a plane 
to land on, and it was harrowed and 
then rolled, to make the norths' "first 
airfield". An Indian, hired to help 
with the work, expressed himself to 
Capt. Streett by saying, "You heap 
smart man, but heap damn fool!" 

Finally on August 13, the four planes 
were allin shape for the hop to Hazel- 
ton, and they set off to complete the 
first crossing by air of central British 
Columbia. Much of the way they 
followed the general course of the 
Nechako River, and were tremendously 
enthusiastic about the magnificent 
scenery as they flew over the many 
mountain ranges. 

After re-fuelling in the Bierns oat- 
field, they took off from the make- 
shift field without difficulty and 
headed for wrangell. None of the 
maps they possessed were accurate to 
detail, and a dense cloud overcast 
made it a risky flight. However, they 
kept to an altitude higher than any of 
the known mountain peaks, some of 
which pierce the sky to 10,000 feet, 
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The landing strip was actually a field of oats. 


and through arift in the clouds spotted 
the Nass River, and shortly after, 
Stewart Arm, and Wrangell Island. 

All fourcraft made good landings on 
tide flats of Serfieff Island, where 
residents knowing of their coming, 
kept smoke smudges going to guide 
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them in. One thing they had not been 


told was that the chosen landing area 
was inundatedto a depth of nineteen 
feet at each high tide. They struck it 
lucky, and reached Sergieff when the 
tide was out! 

August 16th saw them start off for 
Whitehorse, but bad luck again dogged 
Capt. Streett when a propeller tip was 
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GEORGE AND MARION 
DAVIS 


L. R. DICKINSON 


CATERING TO MINING, PROSPECTORS 
AND VISITING SPORTSMEN 


Fort St. James, Bice 


ERNIE’S GARAGE LTD. 


J. E. Philpott and Sons 


CHEVRON PRODUCTS Sales and Service 


Major and Minor Repairs 


24 HOUR WRECKER SERVICE 
POWER SAWS OUTBOARD MOTORS 
BOX 10 PHONE 42 VANDERHOOF 


BOWMAN'S LUMBER YARD LTD 


BUILDERS’ SUPPLIES BAPCO PAINTS 


PHONE 47 BOX 59 
VANDERHOOF, B.C. 


BUSTER IRVING'S 
SERVICE LTD 


INTERNATIONAL TRUCKS 
& FARM MACHINERY 


FULLY EQUIPPED GARAGE 
MAJOR AND MINOR REPAIRS 

STANDARD OIL PRODUCTS 
STUDEBAKER-LARK DEALER 

Phone 55 Vanderhoof 


nicked by a flying stone. The route 
to Whitehorse was by way of the 
famous Taku Glacier, on over Juneau 
and Skagway, across the towering 
mountains to Carcross, and so to the 
end of that lap. Streett made it on the 
17th. 

Only 22 years before, a freezing 
horde of humanity had struggled afoot 
along that same route,along the Trail 
of '98, from sea level to the beckoning 
gold of the Klondike. The arrival of 
the Air Expedition at Whitehorse was 
historical too, as it marked the first 
flights of any airplanes within the 
Yukon Territory. 
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MODERN ROOMS 


LOCATED RIGHT ON STUART LAKE IN THE HEART OF WORLD FAMOUS 
HUNTING AND FISHING COUNTRY 


BOX 285 
PHONE 51-R 
FORT ST. JAMES, B.C. _ 


SEA PLANE BASE 


MEALS 


BOATS 


August 17th is celebrated as Dis- 
covery Day in the Yukon, and has 
become anannual affair since the time 
of the original gold rush. All of the 
airmen were anxious to reach Dawson 
on that date to take part in the cele- 
brations, and the two aircraft flown by 
Nutt and Kirkpatrick made it, landing 
at Faulkner's Field on the edge of 
town. 

Crumrine had the bad luck to have 
one of the tires blow out on his craft, 
so Streett stayed behind with him to 
try and effect repairs. Late in the 
afternoon, with the tube fixed, Streett 
took off first, and once in the air he 
circled above to watch Crumrine do 
the same. Bad luck struck again, and 
he saw Crumrine's craft swerve and 
come to a stop, the tire blown again. 
Rather than risk another landing at the 
same spot, Streett flew on to join his 
friends at Dawson, and Crumrine and 
Sgt. Long, who flew with him, thus 
missed the "doings" at Dawson. 

With the aid of Bert Peterson, a 
local teamster, wha supplied the reins 
from a set of harness, the resourceful 
duo at Whitehorse bound the wheel of 
the airplane with rope, and after 
placing the tire back on bound it 
firmly with the long length of reins, 
and thus managed to make a getaway 
on the 18th to join the others at Daw- 
son. 

The eight American airmen safely 
survived the official, and unofficial, 
celebrations at Dawson, and the 19th 
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found them on the wing again, to 
reach Fairbanks the same day. The 
next lap was to Ruby on the 20th, 
where they stayed the weekend, and 
on the 23rd they made the final flight 
to reach Nome, where the last machine 
rolled to a stop on the Fort Davis 
parade grounds at 5:30 p.m. 

By this time they had logged 55 
flying hours, and had some 4,500 air 
miles behind them, and had been forty 
days on the way. 

They must have felt a long, long 
way from New York that day, and 
knowing that their job was still only 
half done, they had little desire to 
tarry along the way. So on August 26, 
they said "Good-bye" to the few people 
on hand at Nome who saw them off, 
and all four aircraft set their noses 
south for home. 

By the 3lst they were back at Fair- 
banks, and landed at Dawson on Sep- 
tember 3rd. The season was getting a 
little late for pioneer flying in that 
part of the world, and early winter 
storms were beginning to brew. They 
defied the bad weather and managed to 
reach Whitehorse on the 4th. 

Then weather settled in with a 
vengeance, and although they tried to 
fly to Telegraph Creek on the 5th con- 
tinuous snow storms forced them back. 
The reason a different return route 
was selected was that the new one 
followed the north-south telegraph 
line, and they hoped to obtain on the 
spot weather reports at points of 
landing. 

Streett wired Telegraph Creek from 
Whitehorse, asking them to notify him 
when the weather cleared, and on the 
8th, a good one came through, and the 
four machines hopped off. How- 
everthreereturned to Whitehorse, 
baffled by storms they met, but Kirk- 
patrick got off course, and finally 
turned up at Wrangell, four hours after 
leaving Whitehorse. 

It was actually not an accident on 
his part, but fine navigation. The 
handsome young airman had met a girl 
at Wrangell with whom he had fallen 
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in love, and had taken that method of 
seeing heragain before he set off over 
the mountains back to New York, It is 
a regrettable fact to have to record 
their friendship did not blossom into 


marriage. Kirkpatrick lost his life in 
an air crash in the United States in 
1926. 


The three at Whitehorse tried it 
again on the 9th, and made it to the 
Diamond C Ranch, which is twelve 
miles down the Stikine River from 
Telegraph Creek. Crumrine, still un- 
lucky, had the misfortune to smash the 
under carriage of his craft when he 
landed in the hay field. Fortunately 
for them a launch was upriver at the 
time, and Streett and Nutt went down 
to Wrangell, where spare parts had 
been kept in readiness, but which had 
notarrived whenthey had flown north, 

In the meantime, Kirkpatrick, with 
Joe English occupying the second 
seat, had flown from Wrangell to 
Hazelton on the l6th and there fora 
time awaited anxiously for the arrival 
of the others. He was ordered to go on 
alone, as weather was worsening, and 
no one knew when the other three 
might make it south. 

While the three grounded airplanes 
were obliged to wait at Telegraph 
Creek, an ingenious method was de- 
vised to send a good weather report 
from the village to the ranch, twelve 
miles away. 

Men were stationed at set times 
each day on heights of ground, one 
some distance from the telegraph 
office, the other several miles from 
the ranch. If a good weather report 
came in over the wire from Hazelton, 
the man at the Telegraph Creek end 
was delegated to set off a charge of 
dynamite. When the second man heard 
the blast go off, he in tum was to set 
off another charge, to be heard at the 
ranch. 

The airmen had a tedious wait until 
at last the welcome explosion was 
heard, and the echoes had scarcely 
stopped ringing back and forth in the 
mountains on September 29th, before 
all three machines were airborne, and 
heading as fast as they could for 
Hazelton. They were buffeted by snow 
storms en route, but this time they 
made it, and taking advantage of 
slightly better flying weather they 
pu shed forward, first to Prince George, 
then to Jasper, finally reaching Ed- 
monton on October 8th. 

Saskatoon played host to them on 
the 10th. , and the following day they 
bid adieu to Canada as they flew south 
across the border to land at Fargo, 
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The unorthodox tire repair which 
allowed Crumrine to take off from 
Whitehorse and fly to Dawson. 


North Dakota. 

Kirkpatrick had passed the same 
way ten days before, but he waited 
for them along the way, and on October 


20th, all four de Havillands flew out 
of the western sky to safe landings at 
Mitchell Field, ninety-seven arduous 
taken off at the 
journey, and 


after an average logged flying time for 


days after they had 
beginning of their epic 
each machine of 112 hours. 

On October 27th, the airmen flew 
their machines in formation to Bolling 
Field, Washington, D. C.,where they 
were given an official welcome. In 
his report of the flight to Army Air 
Service headquarters, Captain Streett 
said in part...."The route to Alaska 
is not feasible until bases are estab- 
lished along the way..." 

It took many years for his prophetic 
words to become an actuality, but 
eventually they did, when United Air 
Transport Ltd. began charter flying 
from Edmonton to the Yukon in 1934, 

Then in 1939 the Canadian Govern- 
ment set aside a large appropriation 
for a survey of theroute already in use 
with the object of building larger 
landing fields. Not until the Cana- 
dian-United States Permanent Joint 
Board of Defence was appointed in 
1940 did actual construction begin, in 
what has now resulted in a fine chain 
of paved airports between the Northland 
and the "outside". 
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Vancouver's Motel of Distinction 


Every room with its own picture window, many 
overlooking the beantiful hanging gardens in the 
courtyard, Entire building of reinforced concrete. 
Fireproof and soundproof throughout. Elevator. 
Luxurious furnishings and interlor decor. Wonder- 
ful mealyx available from chef-managed, superbly 
modern kitchens. Free television and radio, of 
course! 
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APPEARANCE: 


COMFORT: 


CONGRESS 


MOTOR HOTELS 


General attractiveness of the interior and 
exterior premises of the Motor Hotel, and 
its appeal to the traveling public. 


Modern bedding, up-to-date furnishings 
and appointments, adequate lighting, 
ample hot water and linens. 


IN DOWNTOWN VANCOUVER, B.C. 
For reservations write or phone 
Manager, Burrard Motel, Vancouver, B.C. 


PHONE MUtual 1-2331 
1100 BURRARD ST., VANCOUVER 


(Directly opposite St. Paul's Hospital) 


THE CONGRESS CODE 


CLEANLINESS: 


Sanitation of bathrooms, neat and well- 
kept rooms, lobby, office and grounds. 


INTEGRITY: 

Service to guests, adherence to published 
rates, cooperation with other Congress 
members, orderliness, morality and 
courtesy. 


You will do us a favor if you will report to the Motor Hotel management 
any discourtesy or violation of the Congress Code of Ethics. 
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SPORTSMAN’S PFS 


The Right Place To Eat In 
BURNS LAKE 


NEW OMINECA CAFE 
BURNS LAKE, B.C. 


Babine Lumber (Co. Ltd. 


Manufacturers of 
PIN€ AND SPRUCE LUMBER 
BURNS LAKE, B.C 


LARRY‘S SERVICE 


COMPLETE LUBRICATING AND SERVICING 
STANDARD OIL PRODUCTS 
B. F, GOODRICH TIRES 
Burns Lake, B.C. 


TWEEDSMUIR HOTEL 


GATEWAY TO TWEEDSMUIR PARK 
SPORTSMEN’S RENDEZVOUS 


Finest in Central British Columbio 
CAFE IN CONNECTION 
50 Rooms — 30 With Both 
BURNS LAKE, B.C. 


LAKE HOTEL 


YOUR ASSURANCE OF A 
COMPLETE REST 
Convenient to the shopping 

area 
Isabelle and Henry Adams 
Phone 46 Burns Lake 


VGA Builders Supply 


CATERING TO YOUR 
BUILDING NEEDS 


PHONE 146 
BOX 310 
BURNS LAKE, B.C, 


HOUSTON HOTEL 


DINING ROOM IN CONNECTION 
FULLY MODERN IN EVERY RESPECT 
Under new Management 
HOUSTON, B.C. 


HOUSTON CASH & CARRY 


GROCERIES 

HARDWARE AND APPLIANCES 
SPORTING GOODS 

HUNTING AND FISHING LICENSES 


ONE BLOCK OFF THE HIGHWAY IN HOUSTON 
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TRIM DOG'S NAILS 


_ TOE 
Y4 QUICK MAY 
Me 
> ® = { BLEED IF 
= XY) CUT SHORT 
ee “Yj — CLIP 
a Se 
PAGED EXCESS 
QUICK 


RECEDES 


FINAL TRIM 
SOF NAIL 


4-28 


A pd06/s TOENAILS SHOULD 
NOT QUITE TOUCH GROUND-~- 
EXCESSIVE NAILS MAY SPLIT. 
SNAG BRUSH EASILY, CAUSING 
LAMENESS WHEN HUNTING. 
DO NOT TRIM NAILS UUST BE- 
FORE THE HUNT AS YOU MAY 
CUT THE QUICK WHICH IS 
LONGER IN LONG NAILS. TRIM 
THEM A WEEK OR TWO BEFORE 
THE HUNT: FIRST, CLIP THE 
TRANSLUCENT END-- DARKER 
SECTION INDICATES THE QUICK. 
WAIT A FEW DAYS THEN TRIM 
SHORTER, AS SHOWN ABOVE, 
USING A FILE TO FINISH. GO 
CAREFULLYy--IF NAIL BLEEDS, 
STOP: DELAY UOB A FEW DAYS. 


BOATING SAFETY 


Ir YOUR BOAT OVERTURNS, 

STAY WITH THE BOAT 3 YOU ARE 
MORE EASILY SEEN BY RESCU- 
ERS THAN YOU WOULD BE AWAy 
FROM IT. HOLD ONTO BOAT, EVEN 
IF IVS DAMAGED, METAL BOATS 
WITH BUILT-IN AIR CHAMBERS, 

AND WOODEN BOATS WILL STAY 

AFLOAT TO PROVIDE, SUPPORT. 

DON’T TRY SWIMMING TO SHORE, 
EVEN IF ITS NEAR, REMEMBER 

THAT EVEN STRONG SWIMMERS 

CAN BE SEIZED WITH CRAMPS, 
UNEXPECTEDLY, AND DROWN. 


Eaquie BOAT WITH A BUOYANT 

CUSHION OR LIFE JACKET--WORN 
By NON-SWIMMERS--FOR EACH 
PERSON. HAVE AN ANCHOR SO 
DISABLED BOAT WON/T DRIFT. 

CARRY OARS AND EXTRA GAS IN 
MOTOR-DRIVEN BOATS. 


Bulkley Yalley Creamery — 


Manufacturers of 


BULKLEY VALLEY BUTTER 


Telkwa, B.C. 


Rest Assured At 


TELKWA HOTEL 


WHIP eS 


Unravet ENDS @ oF TWIST- 
ED OR BRAIDED WIRE. OVER- 
LAP (®). AND TWIST ENDS ©). 
WRAP SPLICE TIGHT WITH FINE 
WIRE, ENDING WITH A WHIP— 
FINISH KNOT. TRIM END. 


——O— wen —__——. 


ss Dooce 


InveRLock soLip WIRE ENDS 
WITH TIGHT EYES (©) AND 3 

SNUG TURNS ON EACH SIDE. 

AVOID LONG, LOOSE SPLICE (©). 
DON’T SOLDER OVER SPLICES. 
TIGHT KINKS WEAKEN A WIRE 
LINE, SO CUT AND SPLICE THEM. 


START 


SPARE TIRE AS A 
LIFE PRESERVER 


Your CAR’S SPARE TIRE WILL 
SERVE AS A LIFE PRESERVER IF 
NEEDED. EVEN WITH THE WEIGHT 
OF THE WHEEL, AN INFLATED 
TIRE WILL SAFELY SUPPORT 4 
MEN HANGING ONTO IT IN THE 
WATER. YOU CAN‘/T TOSS IT LIKE 
A REGULAR LIFE PRESERVER, 
BUT IT CAN BE PUSHED By A 
SWIMMER TO A PERSON IN DIS— 
TRESS, OR PERHAPS DRIFTED IN- 
TO POSITION WITH A ROPE TIED 
*ROUND IT TO PULL IT IN. 


Spares ARE USUALLY HANDy! 


Cape 99 Gan Veateres Corp 
Tee World Rights Ried. 


Dine and sleep in a fully modern 
hotel peacefully located on the 
Bulkley river in Telkwa 
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false 


SPLICING A WIRE 
TROLLING LINE 
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EXTRA SHELTER 
FOR YOUR CAMP 


& 


Extenp THE WORK AREA OF 
YOUR CAMP BY PLACING THE 
TENT BETWEEN 2 SHELTERING 
TREES. THEY WILL KEEP YOUR 
COLLECTED FIREWOOD DRIER 
AND PROVIDE SHADE TO HANG 
GAME, CAMP GRUB, ETC. 


THERE SHOULD BE AN OPENING 
BETWEEN THE TREES, SO A 
HEAT-REFLECTING FIRE CAN 
BE BUILT, FACING THE TENT 
IN COLD WEATHER, WITHOUT 
SETTING THEM AFIRE. 


USEFUL KNOTS 


<<  FASTENING 
7 Sy LINE TO A 
C2 BOATS 
——— SLEAT 


BOWLINE —, 
KNOT IS USED 


FOR MAKING 

LINE 

FAST TO 

PIER, ETC. 
TWO HALE 
HITCHES IS 
A SIMPLE 


KNOT WITH MANY USES. 


CLOVE HITCH IS 
FOR TEMPORARY 
USAGE AROUND 
POSTS, ETC. 


SQUARE —~” 


KNOT JOINS 
2 LINES 
OF EQUAL SIZE. 


SHEET BEND 
JOINS 2 LINES 
OF DIFFERENT 

SIZES. 


These KNOTS RECOMMENDED 
_BY OUTBOARD BOATING CLUB. 


LITTERERS REMAIN 


} 
(dy, 7 


DESPITE A CONTINUOUS NA- 
TIONAL CAMPAIGN TO PREVENT 
LITTER-BUGGING OUR BEAUTI- 
FUL COUNTRYSIDES, THE MESSI- 
NESS GROWS--~EVEN IN BACK 
COUNTRY REACHED ONLY By 
HIKERS OR HORSEMEN. 


Au SPORTSMEN SHOULD LIVE 
UP TO THEIR NAME BY POCKET- 
ING USED CANDY WRAPPERS, ET 
CETERA, TO SET AN EXAMPLE. 


I- CANS FOR TRASH ARE ABSENT, 
BURY, BURN, OR CART IT HOME, 
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THE 
QUILLED 
DOG 


by 
JOHN W. SUTHERLAND 


One of the most distressing things 
that can happen to a dog in the north 
is to get a mouth full of porcupine 
quills. The quills are viciously sharp 
and have two peculiarities. Each has 
thousands of barbs like a fishhook 
which rip and tear the flesh as the 
quill is removed. The second unusual 
thing about a quill is that it keeps 
working itself ahead and will even 
Pass right through an animal. Some 
dogs have carried a piece of quill in 
them for months, with the quill finally 
working its way tothe surface. Unless 
it strikes a vital organ the animal seems 
to suffer no ill effects. 

Somehow an erroneous belief has 
risen that a porcupine can throw its 
quills. This piece of woods lore should 
never have left fiction stories. A por- 
cupineinjects its quills by a swipe of 
its tail. The tail itself is quite heavy 
and when it comes in contact with its 
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DALANAR YOUNG'S LTD. 


THE SPORTSMAN'S INFORMATION BUREAU IN 

AN AREA WHERE WE MEASURE OUR FISH BE- 

TWEEN THE EYES FOR SIZE, WRITEOR PHONE 

US FOR GUIDED TOURS TROUT, SALMON 

6& STEELHEAD FISHING AND EXCELLENT BIC 

GAME HUNTING, HE MEN ONLY FOR GRIZZLY, 
SMITHERS, B.C. 


HILLTOP HOTEL 


THE OASIS OF THE NORTH 
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BOB AND MYRTLE AHERN 
PHONE 169 SMITHERS 


CITY TRANSFER 


GENERAL TRUCKING & BULLDOZING 
READY MIX CONCRETE 
GRAVEL ---- FILL 

PHONE 164 BOX 308 SMITHERS 


MEL’S HARDWARE 


Hunting and Fishing Supplies 
Sporting Goods 
Shelf and Heavy Hardware 


Hetherington & Hooper 


DRESS CLOTHING 
AND 
SPORTSWEAR 
SMITHERS, B.C. 


R. W. CALDERWOOD AGENCIES 


INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 


BULKLEY VALLEY FARM AND BUSINESS 
INVESTMENTS 


INQUIRIES INVITED 
Box 730 Smithers, B.C. Phone 3 


Y acme 
Sy NEILL Ly 


cp  SARAGE LIMITED 


3rd AND MAIN STREET 


PRODUCTS. ALL CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


FULL LINE GENERAL MOTORS PRODUCTS AND REPAIR GARAGE a 
THE OUTSTANDING DEALERSHIP AND SERVICE STATION wy \ 
ON HIGHWAY #16 / \ 
f 
+KBILLE 4K MIKE#* +KWIGGS** t LOCATIONS H 
‘ mN 
WE SELL FOR A PROFIT. WE WORK FOR A PROFIT, WE GIVE \ 
NOTHING AWAY. THE RESULT IS BANG-UP SERVICE AND A . 
GILT EDGE DEAL. i 


37 


EDITORIAL 
Continued from Page 3 


developments. 

Instead of begrudging money spent 
on Interior development these people 
should realize that only as the Interior 
prospers so will Vancouver. The 
P.G.E. is a major key to this pros- 
perity. The editors of an American 
magaZine published in Philadelphia 
realized this -- surely those at the 
railway's southern terminus will soon 
also see the light. 


THE END 


PASS THIS MAGAZINE 
ALONG TO A FRIEND 


LAKELSE HOT SPRINGS 
RESORT 


One of the only Lithium 
Mineral Springs on the Continent 
SWIMMING 
Outdoor pool 100 x 50 for swimming and diving with 
temperature 80 degrees. Covered pool 70 x 18 for 


arthritics and rheumatics with temperature 100 
degrees. 


PRIVATE ROMAN BATHS 


Ten modern suites with mineral baths in each one. 
Fully equipped, housekeeping units can accommo- 
date 4 people. Open all year. Coffee shop at the pool. 


CAMPING 
24 tent cabins equipped with beds, stoves, pots and 
pans, and will accommodate 4 people in each. Rate 
$5.00 a day. Camping areas are close to the pools. 
Fresh water and washroom facilities for trailers 
and tents. 


RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES 


Excellent steelhead and cohoe fishing in nearby 
Kitimat River and in the famous Copper and Skeena 
rivers. 

Boating on nearby Lakelse Lake, hikes through the 
mountain wilderness and excellent hunting for 
mountain goat, bear and moose. 

This family holiday spot can be reached via direct 
flight by C.P.A., the C.N.R., or by car along High- 
way 16 some 380 mileswest of Prince George. The 
Highway is under reconstruction and by summer 
will be paved three-quarters of the way. 

For those suffering from arthritis, varicose veins 
and rheumatism the pools have proven very bene- 
ficial in many cases. 


Box 40, TERRACE, B.C. 
Phone VI - 3 - 2470 


Located on the Kitimat -Terrace Highway, 15 miles 
south of Terrace. 
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Information 


Free 


From the 
Desk of - 


The following sources of free and 
inexpensive materials are made 
available to the readers of NORTH- 
WEST DIGEST as a convenient ser- 
vice in obtaining worthwhile infor- 
mation concerning mely topics of the 
day. Send requests to the addresses 
listed below. Each source reserves 
the right to withdraw its offer when- 
ever it sees fit. 

Civic organizations, government 
agencies, and industrial firms are 
encouraged to submit material for 
use inthe column. Send material to 
Arnold E. Hagen, ‘Information Free’ 
P.O. Box 866, Hawthorne, Calif. 


GOING CAMPING, FISHING, HIKING 
THIS SUMMER? If you are and are 
tired of packing bulky and heavy canned 
food then write to Bernard Kamp Pack 
at 165 Pemberton Ave., North Vancou- 
ver, B.C. for details on their Kamp- 
Pack foods. They now have over ninety 
items of non-perishable foods pack- 
aged especially for campers. Nothing 
to add but water and you have a first 
class meal. They even have menu's 
all planned. Typical dinner consists 
of vegetable noodle soup, chicken 
pot pie with biscuit bread, apple sauce 
mix, and even a chocolate milk shake. 


TOMORROW'S WEATHER...TODAY! 
This booklet will help you interpret and 
understand weather forecasts. We 
suggest that after you read the booklet 
you keep it in a convenient place for 
reference. 

The Travelers Insurance Company, 
Dept. IF, 700 Main Street, Hartford, 
Conn., U.S.A. 


READY REFERENCE CHART: This in- 
formative chart contains information 
about slide rules, drawing devices, 
drawing sets, protractors, triangles, 
drawing instruments, ets. 

Alvin & Company, Dept. IF, 611 Pal- 
isade Avenue, Windsor, Conn., U.S.A. 


WHAT'S UNDER THE HOOD: The aim 
of this 23-page booklet is to help you 
"know" yourcar and dispel that "lost" 
feeling when you lift the hood. This 
booklet will give you a personally 
conducted tour beneath the hood of 
today's automobile. 

Wix Corporation, Dept. IF, Gastonia, 
North Carolina, U.S.A. 


ARNOLD HAGEN 


THE ONLY SOLUTION TO BALDNESS: 
A 13-page booklet thatis dedicated to 
to the solution of baldness. Many 
interesting and informative facts in 
this illustrated booklet. 

The House of Louis Feder, Inc. 
Dept. IF, 545 Fifth Avenue, New York 
7 Nie oe Oe eae 


HIGHWAY MAP OF CANADA AND 
NORTHERN UNITED STATES: This large 
map of Canada should be a must for 
anyone planninga tripto this country. 
Excellent material for educational use. 

Ontario Department of Travel & 
Publicity, Dept. IF, Parliament Build- 
ing, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 


THIS IS GLASS: Abooklet that attempts 
to show you where the modem revolu- 
tion in glass-making has led. Briefly 
it explains what glass is, how it is 
made, and where it is used. Excellent 
material for educational and reference 
use. 
THE MIRROR OF MT. PALOMAR: This 
booklet tells the story about this fa- 
mous 200-inch telescope. 

Corning Glass Works, Dept.IF, Box 
544, Corning, New York, U.S.A. 


RECIPES FOR GROWING HEALTHY | 
HOUSE PLANTS: Now that house plants 
have become a partof everyday living, 
let's learn how to grow them success- 
fully. The principles outlined in this 
colorful and informative booklet will 
aid you. 

Parks-Bames Inc. Dept.IF, Box245, 
Hermosa Beach, Calif., U.S.A. 


THE HISTORY OF ABERDEEN-ANGUS 
CATTLE: A brief history of their origin 
in Scotland...and development in 
America. It is hoped that the facts in 
this 76-page booklet will help those 
interested in Aberdeen-Angus cattle 
geta better understanding of the back- 
ground of this breed. 
STAR OF YOUR FUTURE: From birth to 
beef...the story of selecting, feeding, 
managing, fitting and showing beef 
project calves and purebred heifers. 
American Angus Association, Dept. 
IF, 3201] Frederick Blvd. , St.Joseph, 
Missouri, U.S.A. 
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TODAY 


For 100 years ranching and mining have been the traditional industries of 
Interior B.C. but in the past decade they have been overshadowed by 
amazing industrial development. New paved highways, newrailroads, 

entire new cities have appeared. With articles and photos 

the Northwest Digest keeps you informed of all these 

developments and also brings you interesting 
gems from a colorful past. In addition 

a fishing issue, a travel issue, 

and a hunting issue keeps 

you informed of the 

outdoor attract- 

lons of the “2 50 2 year 
region. 


39 


THE QUILLED DOG 
Continued from Page 37 


enemy leaves dozens and even hun- 
dreds of quills imbedded. 

Anyone who has much todo withdogs 
in the north sooner or later has some 
experience with porcupine quills. Dur- 
ing the summer of 1930 three of us 
started adog farm on the Stikine River 
six miles below Telegraph Creek in 
northwestern B. C., our idea to board 
dog teams while their owners were on 
summer jobs. Besides myself there 
was "Blackie" Irwin, who had formerly 
operated a roadhouse on the Portland 
Canal, and Pat Colthurst, who hadre- 
cently graduated from U.B.C. Before 
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long we had about 60 dogs and they 
proved quite a chore, 

To protect them from harm we kept 
them all chained and stood a sort of in- 
formal guard over them, but despite our 
caution one morning about four we were 
awakened by a terrific barking and 
howling. It was almost full daylight 
and as we jumped out of bed we grabbed 
our rifles. Bears were numerous in the 
area and our first thoughts were that a 
bear had wandered among the dogs. 

Pat and I started a search through the 
willow which lined the stream near 
where we were camped but before we 
had gone far Blackie shouted to us. 
We returned to the dogs and Blackie 
pointed to two of them with quills in 
their mouths and necks. They were not 
quilled very badly since the porcupine 
had evidently blundered into them un- 
expectedly and the tie chains had 
probably saved the dogs from the full 
force of the swiping tail. 


THE OLD GRIND 


Many a man is blue because the 
high cost of living bleeds him white 
and keeps him in the red. 


But eachanimal had about two dozen 
quills in himand while none of us had 
ever removed quills we knew how it was 
done. Wetied thedog's front and hind 
legs and jaws and then two of us sat 
on him while the third pulled quills 
with a pair of pliers. While it sounds 
simple it is actually hard work. The 
quills themselves have to be pulled 
straight because the tipis very brittle 
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and easily broken. For the same reason 
the pull must be steady and since each 
requires astrong pull the work is very 
tiring. It took us several hours to com- 
plete the operation but the dogs suf- 
fered no lasting ill effects and we con- 
sidered our operation a success. 

Sometime later I was to encounter 
three dogs who weren't so fortunate in 
their encounter with a porky. At the 
time I was doing some timber cruising 
between Stewart and Bitter Creek in 
the Bear River Valley when I came 
across an Indian camp, deserted except 
for three dogs, each pathetically 
quilled. 

I was determined to get a picture 
of one but the camp was in heavy timber 
and the dogs were extremely wild and 
in great pain. Each time I would ap- 
proach they would run for the pro- 
tection of the surrounding trees. How- 
ever one of them finally paused near 
the camp and I took his picture. He 
had his left forepaw poised for instant 
flight and just after Isnapped the cam- 
era he took off like a shadow. His 
picture has always impressed me as 
reflecting the ultimate in utter dejec- 
tion and misery. 

These dogs had been left by the 
Indians to forage for themselves and 
they had obviously attacked the por- 
cupine. Even in a gameless area a 
hungry dog can always seem to find 
a porcupine and will attack it, while a 
wolf or coyote in similar circumstances 
will almost invariably give it a wide 
berth. It must be aninstinctive respect 
for nature's pincushion. On the other 
hand well feddogs don't seem to bother 
a porcupine. For ten years I main- 
tained a six dog team and as near as 
they would go to a porky was to bark 
at it. And considering the defensive 
mechanism with which nature has 
equipped a porcupine, who can blame 
them? 
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FROM OUR READERS 
Continued from Page 5 


The steamers also went upstream to 
Merron Landing near where the railway 
now crosses with freight for the Lesser 
Slave, Peace River, Spirit River and 
Grande Prairie country. All hauling 
from Edmonton was by horses to Atha- 
basca Landing. The railway reached 
there about 1911 or early 1912. 


H.G. Jamieson, President, 
The Jamieson Construction Co.Ltd. , 
Vancouver, B.C. 


Editor: 

In your last issue, you spoke of the 
peoples' tastes. I think your doing a 
great job of pleasing most of the 
people, most of the time. Keep up the 
good work, 

Also in your last issue, a Mr. Walsh 
of Helena, Montana was asking about 
steamboat navigation on the Athabasca 
river. Between Athabasca Landing and 
_ Port McMurray, it would be a rough go 
for a canoe, especially the Pelican 
Rapids. But from McMurray on down, 
the steamers did travel. 


Geo. D. Howes, 
Merritt, B.C. 


Editor: 

We appreciate the mention of our 
barometer booklet as a piece of infor- 
mation in your "Information Free" fea- 
ture. As a result we have received 
many inquiries. 


Swift & Anderson, Inc., 
952 Dorchester Ave. , 
Boston 25, Massachusetts, U.S.A. 


Editor: 

Recently the Vancouver Board of 
Trade has reconvened its Northwest 
Development Committee. I have been 
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appointed once again to the committee 
and because of my recent election as 
Chairman of the B.C. Tourist Council 
I have beenasked toattempt to evalu- 
ate the tourist potential for the northem 
part of British Columbia. 

Iwould understand the northern part 
of British Columbia to be the areas 
between Highway 16 and the Alaska 
Highway on the north. 

I have been a reader of the North- 
west Digest for many years and have 
admired your policy in attempting to 
inform people in respect to the northern 
part of the province. Has there been 
a marked increase in tourist traffic into 
this area in the last few years? Are 
more highways required to make real 
tourist attraction accessible? What 
tourist attractions at present inaccess- 
ible are there? Is the climate favour- 
able for tourists in July and August? 
We are interested in the answers to 
these and similar questions. 


Jack K. Melville, 
555 Burrard St., 
Vancouver 1, B.C. 


## We spoke to Mr. Melville about 
a monthago on this subjectand he had 
been getting poor support from Interior 
communities. Boards of Tradein Burns 
Lake, Terrace, Smithers, Prince Rupert 
and many other communities had not 
replied. Since this is avery important 
subject they should for their own 
benefit send Mr. Melville the infor- 
mation immediately. 


Editor: 

Your article on the Kitimat Con- 
vention very highly spoken of locally. 
Whole issue a top dog job as the old 
timers would say. 


Stan Rough, 
Kitimat, B.C. 


Editor: 

I would like to ask a favor. I sub- 
scribed to your magazine in the past 
in hopes of learning about the people 
and country of British Columbia. 

Iwonder if there is someone I could 
correspond with to find out the things 
I would like to know ? 


I am 35, in good health, and un- 
married, and figureifI'm going to make 
better do it in the 


Perhaps you 


a move I'd next 
couple of years. could 
find someone to write to me; especially 
someone who lives in the country and 
would like to correspond. 

I read Eric Collier's "Three Against 
the Wilderness". I wonder if their life 
is an exception or if a lot of your people 
live like that. It's a grand way to live. 


Ed. Paweleik, 
264 East St., 
Suffield, Connecticut, U.S.A. 


THE END 
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HOW TO WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


When a letter of yours appears on 
the Editorial page, you probably have 
the largest audience you will ever 
address. 

Editors of most publications make 
provision for the public to be heard 
through Letters-to-the-Editor col- 
these 


umns. Surveys have shown 
letters to be among the best read 
features. 


Your readers are a cross-section of 
society. They include all races, re- 
ligions and occupations, all shades of 
opinions. Your letters to the Editor 
form one of the most influential chan- 
nels through which an active citizen 
can express his ideas about timely 
subjects of general concern. 

Here are some suggestions which 
can help in writing the kind of letter 
that is most likely to receive favor- 
able consideration from an editorial 
desk. 


LINDSAY?°S 
Cartage & Storage Ltd. 


FURNITURE MOVING-PACKING-STORING 
AGENTS PHONE 5016 
ALLIED VAN LINES PRINCE RUPERT 


Blueberry Lodge 


CAFE CABINS STORE Mile 101 
Alaska Highway 
TIRES LUBE 


Plug-in for block heating 


& warm storage for the 
winter traveler Won-o-won, B,C 


DAWSON CREEK 


ACE COMSTOCK LAND 
AGENCY 


4#* ALL TYPES OF REAL ESTATE ** 
MOTELS - FARMS - HOUSES 
SALESMEN 
ROALD DAHLEN JACK DOLAN 


1108 102nd Ave. , Dawson Creek Ph. ST-2-401U 


ack 
Me aonene 


HUNTING AND FISHING LICENSES 
DAWSON CREEK 


4#* ~=MEN'S WEAR 

*#* ~=FOOTWEAR 

4#* STETSON HATS 
4 TAILORED SUITS 


42 


If possible, use a typewriter, and 
double-space the lines. Type only on 
one side of the paper. If you write in 
ink, write plainly and neatly. Do not 
crowd words or lines. 

Express your thought clearly and 
concisely, keeping to one subject per 
letter. Editors prefer letters of no 
more than 200 words due to space lim- 
itations. Longer letters are accepted 
occasionally if they have considerable 
reader interest. 

Be sure your meaning is clear. 
Write in simple words and sentences 
of not more than 25 words. 

Do not be merely critical. Try to 
include some constructive and worth- 
while suggestion. Too much criticism 
is boring. 

Avoid violent language. A calm 
constructive approachis more persua- 
sive than ranting. It is possible to be 
witty without being cynical. 

Help provide the truth which may 
inadvertently be missing from a news 
report or editorial. You can render a 
valuable service to the public by pre- 
senting news and views which perhaps 
have been given little or no attention 
by the press. 

Do not hesitate to use a relevant 
personal experience to illustrate a 
point. When rightly told it can be 
persuasive, 

Appeal to the readers' sense of 


PACKS NO POWER 
The man who blows his own horn 
seldom succeeds—after all, it isn’t 
the whistle that pulls the train. 


justice, fair play and mercy. 

Always sign your name and give 
your address. Youcan use a pen name 
or initials for publication, if you wish, 
by soinforming the Editor, but he must 
know the source of the letter. Do not 
be unduly timid about signing your 
name. Letters which may carry real 
signatures are given preference. 

Use good grammar, spell correctly, 
and avoid the use of capital letters 
except for personal or place names. 

Do not be discouraged if your letters 
are not used, or if they do not appear 
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for several days. If one letter in ten 
is accepted, you have reached an au- 
dience large enough to make your in- 
terest worthwhile. 
From "The Citizen" 
THE END 


Our cover photo of Douglas Lake 
Ranch typifies the kind of work pro- 
duced by Dick Colby, Chief of the 
photographic branch, Department of 
Recreation and Conservation. Dick 
grew up among cameras and since being 
with the branch has worn out a good 
many pairs of boots trudging B.C.'s 
hinterland for the type of picture that 


will satisfy only a man of exacting - 


tastes. The cold snows of Coldfish 
Lake in B.C.'s north and the summer 
sun of the Cariboo and the Okanagan 
are not new by any means to Dick 


R. L. ‘Dick’ Colby 


Colby. He has seen them all, and 
come out with still photographs and 
movie footage that has earned him the 
respect and admiration of fellow photo- 
graphers. Some of his movie produc- 
tions are regarded as the best of their 
kind, to quote one, "TIGHT LINES", 
has become internationally recognized 
since its release in 1958. 

"Morning on the Range", taken on 
the Douglas Lake Ranch, was entered in 
the Centennial International Salon of 
the Professional Photographers Asso- 
ciation of B.C. It was awarded an 
Honourable mention and the Gevaert 
Silver Medallian, and the colour print 
of the same subject won the Photo- 
chrome Trophy for the best photographic 
print, 
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Rudyard Kipling's famous line that 
"east is east and west is west" has 
stood the test of time for many long 


years. In fact it stood it until the 
last issue of the Northwest Digest 
came along and played havoc with the 
compass points. In the advertisement 
for Lakelse Hot Springs, Terrace was 
placed 380 miles east of Prince George, 
which would move it somewhere near 
Edmonton, and Vanderhoof was shifted 
ta 66 miles east of Prince George in- 
stead of its customary position as being 
almost in the geographical center of 
Big KO 

There is asaying that it is a mighty 
poor editor who can't wiggle out ofa 
mistake, but inthis case a total of 446 
miles takes some wiggling. In fact we 
might as well bow low and admit de- 
feat. About the only consolation is 
that we have atleast one very observ- 
ant reader. Several people pointed 
out one or the other of the errors but 
only Mr. S. Brooke pointed out both. 
Congratulations to you, sir. 

Last December in Victoria we had a 
long talk with Ernest Evans, Commis- 
sioner of the B. C. Travel Bureau at 
the Parliament Buildings and he is 
most interested in getting details of 
community attractions being staged 
throughout B. C. As he pointed out, 
they know about larger events such as 
the Williams Lake Stampede, Prince 
George Fraser days, Kelowna Regatta, 
Fort St. John Rodeo, and similar events 
but they have little knowledge of at- 
tractions staged by smaller communi- 
ties. For places such as Fort Fraser 
with its fishing derby, Bridge River 
with its aqua days, and other areas 
with similar sports, this is an excel- 
lent opportunity for free publicity. 
Some of the B. C. Government's tourist 
brochures have a circulation of half a 
million copies, and there is no charge 
for a listing. 

Another excellent source of free 
publicity, especially for resorts, 
lodges, Boards of Trade, and similar 
organizations throughout the entire 
Cariboo is Fred Evans at the Devon- 
shire Hotel. Fred has a special stand 
in which he puts all material he re- 
ceives for distribution to his guests. 
Since the hotel plays host to people 
from all over North America, this en-— 
sures awide and effective distribution 
The address of the Devonshire is on 
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page 5, 

Althoughit didn't rate any headlines, 
we note that another Canadian maga- 
zine has been buried. This was Rod and 
Guu in Canada, which recently merged 
with Forest and Outdoors. Our best 
wishes go to Ronald J. Cooke in his 
new endeavour. When Rod and Gun 
was born just 60 years ago there were 
over 1,400 Canadian magazines on the 
news stands. Now there are about 20, 
and in the face of an overwhelming 
flood of American periodicals even 
this pathetic number is gradually 
being whittled down. In a few years 
a Canadian magazine on a news stand 
will be a rarity. 

In aneffort to help Canadian maga - 
zines the Liberal Government a few 
years ago passed a special tax on the 
advertising content of Canadian edi- 
tions of American publications. When 
they were elected the Conservatives 
promptly repealed this tax. Since this 
all took place in a far bigger league 
than ours, we were mystified by it 
until we came across a collection of 
columns by Pierre Berton called "Just 
Add Water and Stir". Besides being 
author of "Klondike", the recent best 
seller about the Yukon gold rush and 
several other books, Berton was for a 
long time an editor of Maclean's maga- 
zine and ina position to know all about 
the tax. Inone of his columns he wrote 
as follows: 

"It's odd, really, that it should have 
been a Conservative government that 


threw it out, for this tax was nothing 
more thanan anti-dumping tax and the 
present gavernment likes anti-dumping 
taxes. 

For years, magazines like Time and 
the Reader's Digest have beendumping 
their American editions in Canada, 
dressed up to look like Canadian maga- 
zines. These editions have been 
cheaper to produce than real Canadian 
magazines because most of the edito- 
rial matter has already been bought 
for the United States and written off. 

When you buy a Canadian edition of 
the Reader's Digest you get the Ameri- 
can edition with a Canadian photo- 
graph on the cover and the articles 
shuffled around so that any with Cana- 
dianinterest are moved up tothe front. 

When you buy the Canadian edition 
of Time you get a little bit more. You 
get a maple leaf on the cover and four 
pages of Canadiannews out of ninety- 
two -- news gathered mainly by Amer- 
ican staff men sent to Canada by Time 
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and re-written by other Americans in 
New York. You also get a photograph 
of John Diefenbaker, Suitable for 
framing. 

A real Canadian magazine has to 
start from scratch and spend about 
half a million dollars a year on Cana- 
dian artists, photographers, writers and 
editors. This means it has that much 
less money in the kitty to compete on 
promotion, direct mail selling, expen- 
sive advertising salesmen and so on. 

Advertising, of course, is a maga- 
zine's life blood. If it can't get 
enough, it folds --and there's only so 
much. Today, forty per cent of all ad- 
vertising going into Canadian maga- 
zines -- about eight million dollars a 
year -- is being channelled into the 
"Canadian" editions of Time and the 
Reader's Digest. 

Since Time first started its Canadian 
edition three Canadian magazines 
(National Home Monthly, New World 
and Canadian Home Journal) have gone 
under. Two more (Liberty and Satur- 
day Night) have had to decrease the 
frequency of their publication. 

The twenty percent tax was designed 
to equalize the race between Canadian 
magazines and the Canadian editions 
of American magazines. The tax affec- 
ted only those publications which pre- 
tended to be something they were not. 
It did not, for instance, affect Life, 
Look, or the Saturday Evening Post 
which are American magazines, and 
make no bones about it. It did affect 
Time and the Reader's Digest which 
are American magazines pretending to 
be Canadian magazines and competing 
for Canadian advertising. 

The government said, in effect, that 
if they wanted to call themselves Ca- 


nadian magazines, they would have to 
run considerably more Canadian mate- 
rial or else pay a tax on the adver- 
tising carried intheir so-called Cana- 
dian editions. 

But Time's great and good friend, 
Mr. Diefenbaker, has dumped this 
anti-dumping tax out the window and 
any U.S. magazine can stick a maple 
leaf on its cover, call itself Canadian, 
and without paying a nickel for extra 
editorial content, compete for the ad- 
vertising dollar. Since the tax was 
dropped, about seven American maga- 
zines have invaded Canada." 

In all, Berton's book has a collection 
of 216 columns ranging from recipes 
for a he-man tomato soup and clam 
chowder to nostalgic flashbacks of his 
youth. Berton's style is forceful yet 
laced with a dry humor which makes 
the book very pleasant reading. It is 
available for $4.50 from McClelland 
and Stewart. 

Another book of Columns published 
recently is "From our Town" by well 
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known Vancouver Sun writer Jack — 


Scott. The book is a collection of 222 
of the several thousand columns which 
Jack has written. They range from the 
delights of a stroll through the country 
to his attitude about staff picnics 
(count him out), and from the fine art 
of buying a used car (he got stung 
anyhow), to his thoughts about real 
estate men who gain admission to his 
house by resorting to sheer lies. 

Jack covers awiderange of subjects 
in his book and at various times the 
reader will agree with him, laugh with 
him, or be downright hostile towards 
him. And this is the way it should be 
because, after all, a writer's chief 
object is the creation of an emotion in 
the reader. 

Finally if any of our readers have a 
1946 Winter edition of the Cariboo 
Digest we would like a copy to make 
our files complete. If anyone has a 
copy we will exchange a two year 
subscription for it. 
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"1883 


THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL CANTILEVER BRIDGE AT NIAGARA FALLS 


A 
DISTINGUISHED 
WHISKY 


Another notable achievement in 1883 was the 
creation by Joseph E. Seagram, master distiller, 
of the distinguished Canadian Rye Whisky, 
Seagram’s ‘‘83”’. Generations of Canadians 
since 1883 have enjoyed the distinctive flavour 


and bouquet of this fine whisky. 
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This advertisement is not published or displayed by 
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